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Liberty  Seated  Collectors  Club 
2008  Hall  of  Fame  Ceremony 


The  Liberty  Seated  Collectors  Club  held  its  first  induction  ceremony  for  its  newly 
formed  Hall  of  Fame  during  its  Annual  Meeting  at  the  ANA  Convention  in  Baltimore 
on  July  31 ,  2008.  The  LSCC  Hall  of  Fame  was  established  in  2007  to  formally 
recognize  significant  contributions  in  support  of  the  club  pledge  to  encourage, 
promote  and  dispense  numismatic  knowledge  of  Liberty  Seated  coinage.  Club 
founder  Kamal  M.  Ahwash,  on  the  25""  anniversary  of  his  death,  and  club  President 
John  W.  McCloskey  were  the  first  two  individuals  inducted  into  the  LSCC  Hall  of  Fame 
during  this  initial  ceremony. 

A  five  member  selection  committee  was  chaired  by  Jim  Gray  and  included 
members  Len  Augsburger,  Mark  Sheldon,  Tom  DeLorey  and  Bill  Bugert.  They 
received  nominations  from  the  membership  and  unanimously  approved  the  two 
inductees  into  the  LSCC  Hall  of  Fame  for  2008.  To  be  nominated,  potential  inductees 
must  have  been  members  of  LSCC  for  at  least  1 0  years  and  made  worthy  contribu- 
tions to  numismatic  research  or  the  numismatic  literature  on  Liberty  Seated  coinage, 
built  a  significant  reference  collection  of  Liberty  Seated  coinage,  and/or  served  as  a 
club  officer  for  at  least  5  years. 


Kamal  M.  Ahwash  Hall  of  Fame  Plaque 


3 


Kamal  M.  Ahwash,  the  founder  and  first  President  of  LSCC,  was  inducted  into 
the  LSCC  Hall  of  Fame  for  his  "Significant  Accomplishments  in  LSCC  Leadership, 
Literary  Excellence,  and  Numismatic  Research  of  Liberty  Seated  Coinage."  Kam 
began  dealing  in  Liberty  Seated  coinage  in  the  mid-1960s  and  is  generally 
considered  to  be  the  founder  of  numismatic  research  on  Liberty  Seated  coinage. 
In  the  1 960s,  he  quickly  became  a  nationally  recognized  expert  on  Seated  coinage 
and  was  a  consultant  to  the  American  Numismatic  Association  Certification 
Service.  In  1977,  he  authored  the  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Liberty  Seated 
Dimes  that  quickly  became  the  standard  reference  book  for  Seated  dimes. 
Tragically,  he  died  in  1 983  at  the  age  of  59  years.  His  daughter,  Michele  Ahwash, 
accepted  his  plaque  at  the  awards  ceremony. 


Michele  Ahwash  Receives  Hall  of  Fame  Plaque  for  her  Father 
during  Annual  Meeting  at  ANA  Convention  in  Baltimore 

July  31,  2008 


4 


John  W.  McCloskey  was  inducted  into  the  LSCC  Hall  of  Fame  for  his  "Significant 
Accomplishments  in  LSCC  Leadership,  Literary  Excellence,  Numismatic  Research 
and  Reference  Set  Building  of  Liberty  Seated  Coinage."  John  was  a  founding 
member  of  LSCC  and  has  been  club  President  since  1975.  He  has  also  been  the 
editor  of  the  club's  printed  publication,  The  Gobrecht  Journal,  since  1975.  John  has 
written  over  200  articles  for  The  Gobrecht  Journal  and  was  a  principal  presenter  at 
the  1986  and  1989  Coinage  of  America's  Conferences  that  were  sponsored  by  the 
American  Numismatic  Society.  He  has  extensive  reference  collections  in  all  of  the 
Liberty  Seated  coin  series.  He  unselfishly  devotes  many  hours  to  mentoring  Seated 
collectors  and  numismatic  authors  and  is  directly  responsible  for  promoting  interest 
in  the  Liberty  Seated  coin  series  and  increasing  LSCC  membership  from  1 80  to  over 
600  members.  John  and  his  wife,  Norma,  accepted  his  plaque  at  the  awards 
ceremony. 

Nominations  for  the  2009  LSCC  Hall  of  Fame  are  being  accepted  from  LSCC 
members  by  the  club  officers  through  December  31 ,  2008. 

Bill  Bugert 
Awards  Ceremony  Chairman 


John  McCloskey  and  his  Wife  Norma  Receive 
Hall  of  Fame  Plaque  during  Annual  Meeting 
at  ANA  Convention  in  Baltimore 
July  31,  2008 
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Kamal  M.  Ahwash,  LSCC  Hall  of  Fame 

Inducted 
July  31,  2008 

I  would  like  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  members  of  the  Liberty  Seated 
Collectors  Club  for  inviting  me  to  receive  the  Hall  of  Fame  plaque  for  my  father,  Kam 
Ahwash.  I  truly  enjoyed  being  present  at  the  induction  ceremony  and  I  was  pleased 
to  have  the  opportunity  to  meet  the  club  officers  and  all  of  the  other  members  of 
LSCC.  I  felt  like  I  was  with  family.  It  was  so  wonderful  to  hear  the  stories  about  my 
father's  contributions  to  numismatic  research  and  the  influence  he  had  on  other 
collectors.  I  was  so  young  when  he  died  that  I  just  didn't  realize  the  importance  of  his 
contributions.  I  also  enjoyed  learning  about  the  Kamal  M.  Ahwash  Literary  Award.  I 
was  honored  to  present  it  to  Gerry  Fortin,  this  year's  recipient. 

I  also  want  to  thank  the  committee  members  responsible  for  selecting  my  father 
for  induction  into  the  Hall  of  Fame.  I  know  that  he  would  have  been  honored  to  be 
recognized  for  his  accomplishments,  and  I  am  proud  of  him  for  everything  that  he 
contributed  to  numismatics. 

Michele  L.  Ahwash 


Gerry  Fortin  Receives  2007  Ahwash  Award  Plaque 
from  Michele  Ahwash  during  Annual  Meeting 
at  the  ANA  Convention  in  Baltimore 
July  31,2008 
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John  W.  McCloskey,  LSCC  Hall  of  Fame 

Inducted 
July  31,  2008 

Numismatic  research  has  been  part  of  my  identity  as  a  person  for  as  long  as  I  can 
remember.  As  a  scientist  I  was  taught  to  take  careful  measurements,  to  systemati- 
cally organize  my  data  and  to  accurately  describe  the  conclusions  of  my  analysis. 
While  I  was  studying  early  San  Francisco  half  dollars,  I  noticed  that  the  mintmarks 
were  not  all  the  same  size.  I  wanted  to  know  how  many  sizes  were  available  and  the 
years  in  which  each  size  was  used  on  the  coinage  dies.  While  studying  1 842  coinage, 
I  noticed  that  some  denominations  had  dates  of  different  sizes.  I  wanted  to  know 
which  denominations  were  struck  from  dies  with  two  date  sizes  and  the  relative  rarity 
of  each  style.  It  seemed  that  for  every  question  I  answered,  I  encountered  several 
more  that  needed  to  be  resolved.  This  led  to  pages  of  notes  and  sheets  of  data  but 
no  real  way  to  communicate  my  findings  to  other  collectors. 

At  the  1974  ANA  Convention  in  Bal  Harbour,  Florida,  Kam  Ahwash  called  an 
organizational  meeting  of  the  Liberty  Seated  Collectors  Club.  The  purpose  of  this 
meeting  was  to  establish  a  club  that  would  distribute  research  material  on  Liberty 
Seated  coinage  to  interested  collectors.  Kam  created  the  Gobrecht  Journal  and 
served  as  club  President  for  the  first  year.  However,  Kam  had  a  numismatic  business 
to  run  and  asked  me  to  serve  as  club  President  in  August  1975.  In  accepting  this 
position,  I  assumed  the  responsibility  of  publishing  the  Gobrecht  Journal  and 
preserving  the  research  findings  of  Liberty  Seated  scholars  for  future  generations.  I 
have  served  as  club  President  for  over  33  years  and  can  say  that  I  have  learned  more 
from  reading  and  reviewing  the  work  of  talented  club  members  than  I  ever  could  have 
from  my  own  independent  study  of  Seated  coinage.  An  idea  presented  by  one  or 
more  collectors  would  often  stimulate  my  research  in  a  direction  that  I  would  never 
have  considered.  The  result  would  be  an  article  that  would  not  have  been  possible 
without  the  contribution  of  other  scholars. 

I  have  known  many  talented  individuals  who  have  studied  a  particular  series  of  US 
coinage  for  many  years  and  recorded  their  observations  in  notebooks  for  future 
reference.  Unfortunately,  in  too  many  cases  I  have  seen  these  research  notes  lost  or 
destroyed  after  the  collector's  death.  I  would  therefore  like  to  encourage  current  club 
members  to  preserve  their  findings  on  Seated  coinage  by  submitting  their  work  for 
publication  in  the  Gobrecht  Journal. 

The  current  Issue  #1 03  marks  a  significant  accomplishment  for  me  personally.  It 
is  the  1 00'^  issue  for  which  I  have  served  as  editor!  I  want  to  sincerely  thank  the  many 
dedicated  club  members  who  have  contributed  their  research  over  the  years  and 
made  the  journal  an  award  winning  publication  on  Seated  coinage.  I  will  continue  to 
uphold  the  high  standards  set  for  the  journal  as  long  as  I  am  privileged  to  serve  as 
club  President. 


John  W.  McCloskey 
President  LSCC 
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The  Queller  Family  Collection  of  Seated  Dollars 

by 

John  McCloskey 


The  Queller  Family  Collection  of  Seated  dollars  was  sold  by  Heritage  Auction 
Galleries  at  the  2008  Central  States  Convention  on  April  1 7, 2008.  The  Seated  dollars 
were  only  part  of  the  Queller  Family  Collection  of  Silver  Dollars,  1 794  -  1935  that  was 
sold  during  Signature  Auction  #11 04  at  the  convention.  The  Seated  dollar  section 
contained  74  proof  and  business  strike  coins  that  included  some  outstanding  pieces 
in  high  grades  from  this  series  of  beautiful  silver  coins  from  the  19'*"  century. 

One  important  feature  of  the  collection  is  that  it  contained  coins  in  proof  as  well 
as  in  business  strike  grades.  There  are  45  issues  by  date  and  mint  in  the  Seated  dollar 
series  and  the  Queller  Family  Collection  contained  examples  of  all  of  them.  However, 
neither  the  business  strike  collection  nor  the  proof  collection  was  complete.  A 
complete  business  strike  collection  would  contain  44  coins  with  the  1 858  dollar  being 
a  proof  only  issue.  The  Queller  Family  Collection  contained  examples  of  42  of  them, 
lacking  business  strike  examples  of  the  1860  and  1864  dollars.  A  complete  set  of 
proof  Seated  dollars  would  contain  34  coins.  The  Queller  Family  Collection  con- 
tained examples  of  32  of  them,  lacking  proof  examples  of  the  1 867  and  1 869  dollars. 
The  purpose  of  this  article  is  to  provide  some  information  on  the  quality  of  the 
collection  and  to  include  some  additional  details  on  the  important  pieces  in  the 
collection. 

Table  1  provides  a  listing  of  the  lot,  date,  grade  and  price  realized  for  the  42 
business  strike  Seated  dollars  sold  in  the  Heritage  auction.  The  table  shows  that  two 
dates  were  missing  from  the  sale  with  no  listing  for  an  1 860  dollar  or  an  1 864  dollar. 
The  table  also  shows  that  all  of  the  coins  were  graded  by  NGC  and  that  all  but  three 
of  them  were  certified  as  mint  state. 


1872-CC  Seated  Dollar  in  NGC  MS-64  from  Queller  Family  Collection 
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Table  1 

Queller  Family  Collection  -  Business  Strike  Seated  Dollars 


Lot  Number 

Date 

Grade 

Price  Realized 

or\QA 

1  R4n 

INVJO  IVIO  DO 

<ti  1  t^no 

1  ft4.1 
1  Ot-  I 

INOO  IVIO  DO 

74  7f^n 
/     /  ou 

1  ftA9 

INVJO  IVIO  dh 

91  R5n 

C.  1  ,oou 

1  ft4.'^ 
1  OHO 

INVJIV^  IVIO  D^ 

9  QQD 

1  OH-H- 

1MVJV_»  IVIO  D^ 

7  475 

1  Ot-O 

INOV^  IVIO  D  1 

^  1  uu 

1  ft4fi 
1  OHO 

Mf^P  R4 
INVJO  IVIO  DH 

Q  9nn 

91  ni 

^  1  U  1 

1  ft4fi  n 

1  Of  D-*^ 

INOv-'  IVIO  D  1 

7Rn 

O,  /  ou 

91  no 

1  ft47 
1  OH  / 

Nirip  MQ  R4 

INOw  IVIO  DH 

R  Qon 

91  (YX 

1  R4R 
1  OHO 

INOw  IVIO  DO 

Q  77R 
y,  /  /  o 

91  04. 

1  R4Q 
1  OHC7 

INVJO  IVIO  DO 

1 7R 
O,  1  /  o 

91  OR 

1  OOU 

MHP  M9-R1 

InVJO  IVIO  D  I 

4.  RRR 

H-,000 

91  r>fi 

1  OvJU  w 

NHP  M9-R9 

INVJw  IVIO 

1 R  4nn 

1  0,HVJU 

91  riR 

\  OO  1 

IMVJ*^  IVIO  OO 

4R  R7'^ 

HOjO /  O 

91  nQ 

MHP  M9-R9 

IMVJIw  IVIO  D^ 

'^7  '^7'=; 
o /  ,o /  o 

91 1  n 

1  OOO 

NnP  M9-R3 

l>IVJIV_>  IVIO  DO 

R  Qfin 

91 1 1 

^111 

1 8*^4 

1  OOH 

NHP  M9-fi9 

INIVJw  IVIO  Oil 

R  R9R 
0,D^0 

9119 

NHP  M9-R4 

INVJW  IVIO  DH 

14Q  '=;nn 

91 1 

MHP  M<=;-R9 

INVJO  IVIO 

R  R9'=i 

0,Di^O 

91 14. 

1  ft'i7 

INVJiw  IVIO  WW 

R  Qnn 

D,l7UU 

91 1*^ 

INVJIw  IVIO  Uw 

91  1fi 

1  R5Q-n 

INvJIv-/  IVIO  Uw 

4.  31 

H,0  1  O 

911 7 

1R5Q-9 

INNJilw  IVIO  \Jw 

93  nnn 

911R 

1  RfiD-D 

Nnn  M9-64 

INVJw  IVIO  U*T 

4  RRR 
H,000 

?1 1Q 

^  1  1  C7 

1R61 

1  \J\J  1 

4fi  nnn 

1862 

7  4.7'^ 

/  ,H  /  O 

2121 

1863 

NGC  MS-63 

I^IV^Vm'  IVIO  WW 

4  RRR 

•+,000 

2122 

1865 

NGC  MS-64 

INVmi^O  IVIO  W" 

1  n  3Rn 

1  u,oou 

2123 

1866 

NGC  MS-63 

INV-JN^    IVIO  WW 

4  n9'=i 

2124 

1867 

NGC  MS-63 

5  75n 

O,  /  OVJ 

2125 

1868 

NGC  MS-63 

6  395 

2126 

1869 

I  Www 

NGC  MS-64 

R  C\'^r\ 

o,uou 

2127 

1870 

NGC  MS-64 

7  475 

/  ,H  /  O 

2128 

1870-CC 

NGC  MS-60 

21  R5n 

^  1  ,OOVJ 

2129 

1 870-S 

NGC  XF-40 

805  nnn 

2130 

1871 

NGC  MS-63 

5  175 
1  /  o 

2131 

1871-CC 

NGC  AU-58 

46,000 

2132 

1872 

NGC  MS-64 

7,475 

2133 

1872-CC 

NGC  MS-64 

126,500 

^  1  o4 

NuC  Mo-bo 

25,300 

2135 

1873 

NGC  MS-64 

6,325 

2136 

1873-CC 

NGC  AU-55 
9 

48,875 

Table  2  provides  a  grade  distribution  for  the  42  business  strike  dollars. 


Table  2 
Grade  Distribution 
Queller  Family  Collection  -  Business  Strike  Seated  Dollars 


XF 

AU 

AU 

MS 

MS 

MS 

MS 

MS 

MS 

Total 

Grade  40 

55 

58 

60 

61 

62 

63 

64 

65 

Number  1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

6 

16 

11 

2 

42 

The  table  shows  that  most  of  the  pieces  were  graded  in  the  MS-62  to  MS-64  range 
with  two  pieces  receiving  a  grade  of  MS-65.  The  three  circulated  grades  are  for  the 
1870-S,  1871-CC  and  1873-CC  coins,  branch  mint  issues  that  are  known  to  be 
prohibitively  rare  in  mint  state.  Some  additional  details  will  now  be  provided  for  the 
individual  coins  in  the  set. 

Only  two  of  the  business  strike  coins  were  certified  as  MS-65.  The  first  of  these 
pieces  was  the  1 841  dollar  that  was  certified  as  NGC  MS-65.  It  was  one  of  the  finest 
known  examples  of  this  date  and  a  mostly  white  coin  with  light  golden  toning  around 
the  periphery.  It  had  a  sharp  strike  and  very  few  field  marks  on  either  the  obverse  or 
the  reverse.  This  coin  brought  $74,750  in  the  Heritage  auction.  The  second  coin  at 
this  level  was  the  1 861  dollar,  an  example  from  an  important  Civil  War  issue  that  was 
certified  as  NGC  MS-65.  This  piece  was  also  one  of  the  finest  known  examples  of  its 
date  and  it  had  beautiful  blue  and  rose  toning  around  the  periphery.  It  had  a  sharp 
strike  with  few  field  marks  and  it  was  a  very  attractive  specimen.  This  coin  brought 
$46,000  in  the  Heritage  auction. 

There  were  nine  business  strike  dollars  from  the  Philadelphia  mint  that  were 
certified  as  MS-64.  The  first  of  these  was  an  1 842  dollar  that  was  certified  as  NGC  MS- 
64.  While  circulated  coins  of  this  date  are  fairly  common,  mint  state  examples  in  this 
grade  are  not  often  available.  This  specimen  was  heavily  toned  with  bright  reddish- 
brown  toning  in  the  centers  and  a  deep  blue  and  violet  color  around  the  periphery. 
This  piece  had  a  good  strike  with  no  detracting  field  marks.  It  brought  $21 ,850  in  the 
Heritage  auction. 

The  most  important  coin  in  this  grade  was  the  1 855  dollar  that  was  certified  as  NGC 
MS-64.  This  specimen  is  believed  to  be  the  finest  known  example  of  this  date  and  it 
was  a  stunning  example  of  this  issue.  Its  surfaces  had  beautiful  orange  and  brown 
toning  that  highlighted  the  beautiful  detail  of  its  bold  strike.  It  had  only  minor  surface 
marks  that  were  hidden  by  the  lovely  surface  toning.  This  coin  brought  $149,500  in 
the  Heritage  auction.  Another  important  piece  at  this  level  was  the  1 869  dollar  that 
was  certified  as  NGC  MS-64.  This  coin  had  light  reddish-orange  toning  over  most  of 
its  surfaces  with  some  small  patches  of  blue  and  violet  about  the  periphery.  It  had  a 
strong  strike  with  only  a  few  surface  marks  that  were  hardly  noticeable.  This  coin  sold 
for  $8,050  in  the  Heritage  auction. 

There  were  thirteen  business  strike  dollars  from  the  Philadelphia  mint  that  were 
certified  as  NGC  MS-63.  They  were  all  very  nice  mint  state  coins  but  a  few  of  them 
deserve  to  be  mentioned  in  this  presentation.  The  1 840  dollar  was  a  beautifully  toned 
specimen  with  light  reddish  centers  and  darker  blue  and  gray  toning  about  the 
periphery.  It  sold  for  $1 1 ,500  in  the  Heritage  auction.  The  1 848  dollar  had  light  golden 
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and  tan  toning  throughout  its  surfaces  and  only  a  few  detracting  surface  marks.  It 
sold  for  $9,775  in  the  Heritage  auction.  The  1851  dollar  was  a  beautifully  toned 
original  with  blue  and  violet  coloring  that  was  highlighted  by  some  patches  of  gold 
and  brown  on  the  obverse.  It  sold  for  $48,875  in  the  Heritage  auction.  The  1 862  dollar 
had  light  golden  toning  throughout  its  surfaces  with  some  small  patches  of  blue 
about  its  periphery.  It  sold  for  $7,475  in  the  Heritage  auction. 

All  four  of  the  New  Orleans  dates  were  represented  by  mint  state  specimens  but 
the  most  important  piece  in  the  group  was  the  1 850-O  dollar  that  was  certified  as  NGC 
MS-62.  Mint  state  examples  of  this  date  are  very  rare  and  this  specimen  had  a  strong 
strike  with  beautiful  toning  that  made  it  a  very  attractive  specimen.  The  obverse  of  this 
coin  had  rose  and  blue  highlights  through  its  devices  surrounded  by  lighter  golden 
and  blue  coloring  around  the  periphery.  The  reverse  was  more  uniformly  toned  with 
rose  and  blue  coloring  that  extended  out  to  the  rims.  This  piece  sold  for  $1 8,400  in 
the  Heritage  auction. 

All  three  of  the  San  Francisco  dollars  were  important  pieces  in  the  sale.  The  1 859- 
S  dollar  was  certified  as  NGC  MS-63  and  it  was  one  of  the  finest  known  examples  of 
this  date.  This  issue  is  very  rare  in  mint  state  and  this  piece  had  a  strong  strike  with 
full  detail  on  its  obverse  and  reverse.  The  piece  had  shades  of  golden  and  rose  toning 
on  its  surfaces  with  some  patches  of  violet  through  the  obverse.  It  sold  for  $23,000 
in  the  Heritage  auction. 

The  1870-S  dollar  was  certified  as  NGC  XF-40  and  it  was  undoubtedly  the  most 
significant  coin  in  the  collection.  This  is  the  key  date  in  the  Seated  dollar  series  with 
only  nine  known  specimens.  While  not  in  mint  state  condition,  this  piece  was  a  high 
grade  circulated  example  of  this  issue  and  a  very  nice  piece  with  only  light  wear  on 
its  surfaces.  There  were  a  number  of  small  nicks  and  scratches  but  no  major  surface 
marks  that  would  detract  from  the  appeal  of  the  coin.  There  was  some  weakness  in 
the  letters  of  LIBERTY  on  the  obverse  shield  but  overall  the  coin  showed  nearly  full 
design  detail.  The  Small  s  mintmark  was  located  high  up  near  the  feather  tip  and 


1855  Seated  Dollar  in  NGC  MS-64  from  Queller  Family  Collection 
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clearly  illustrated  the  mintmark  placement  for  genuine  coins  of  this  issue.  This 
impressive  piece  sold  for  $805,000  in  the  Heritage  auction. 

The  1 872-S  dollar  was  certified  as  NGC  MS-63  and  it  was  one  of  the  finest  known 
examples  of  this  issue.  It  had  a  bold  strike  and  beautiful  surfaces  that  were  richly 
toned  in  shades  of  gold  and  red  with  some  areas  of  blue  and  violet.  The  Small  s 
mintmark  was  located  just  to  the  left  of  the  feather  tip  and  it  was  in  a  different  position 
from  the  mintmark  on  the  1870-S  dollar.  This  piece  sold  for  $25,300  in  the  Heritage 
auction. 

The  four  Carson  City  coins  all  deserve  mention  as  important  pieces  from  the 
series.  The  1870-CC  dollar  was  certified  as  NGC  MS-60  and  it  was  a  nice  example 
from  the  first  year  of  production  at  the  Carson  City  mint.  Examples  of  this  issue  are 
rare  in  mint  state  and  this  piece  had  a  nice  bold  strike  with  generally  brown  surfaces 
that  showed  some  golden  highlights.  This  piece  sold  for  $21 ,850  in  the  Heritage 
auction.  The  1 871  -CC  dollar  was  certified  as  NGC  AU-58  and  it  had  a  bold  strike  with 
few  surface  marks.  This  issue  is  very  rare  in  mint  state  so  that  a  specimen  in  this  grade 
would  be  highly  sought  after  by  the  advanced  collector.  This  piece  had  generally 
brown  toning  with  some  light  golden  highlights.  It  sold  for  $46,000  in  the  Heritage 
auction. 

The  1872-CC  dollar  was  certified  as  NGC  MS-64  and  was  the  highest  quality 
specimen  from  the  Carson  City  mint  in  this  collection.  It  was  one  of  the  finest  known 
examples  of  this  date  and  it  had  beautiful  golden  toning  that  made  it  a  stunningly 
attractive  coin.  It  had  a  bold  strike  that  showed  the  full  design  detail  of  the  Seated 
dollar.  This  piece  sold  for  $1 26,500  in  the  Heritage  auction.  The  1 873-CC  dollar  was 
certified  as  NGC  AU-55  and  it  was  an  attractive  example  of  this  date  that  is  very  rare 
in  mint  state.  It  had  light  centers  and  some  darker  blue  and  violet  toning  about  the 
periphery.  While  not  mint  state,  it  was  still  a  very  desirable  example  of  the  last  Carson 
City  Seated  dollar.  This  piece  sold  for  $48,875  in  the  Heritage  auction. 

Proof  Seated  Dollars 

The  Queller  Family  Collection  included  a  set  of  Proof  Seated  dollars  that  con- 
tained examples  of  all  but  two  dates  in  the  series.  Table  3  shows  the  lot,  date,  grade 
and  price  realized  for  the  proof  coins  in  the  Heritage  auction.  The  proof  collection 
contained  examples  of  32  dates  in  the  series,  missing  only  the  1 867  and  1 869  dollars. 
The  table  shows  that  eight  of  the  proofs  were  certified  as  cameo  coins  while  the  1 868 
dollar  was  certified  as  ultra  cameo.  The  grade  distribution  for  the  proof  coins  is  given 
in  Table  4  below. 


Table  4 
Grade  Distribution 
Queller  Family  Collection  -  Proof  Seated  Dollars 


PR 

PR 

PR 

PR 

PR 

Grade  • 

62 

63 

64 

65 

66 

Total 

Number 

3 

10 

14 

4 

1 

32 

The  grade  distribution  is  not  particularly  significant  for  these  proof  dollars  because 
the  highest  grade  coins  were  all  dated  1860  and  later,  issues  for  which  choice  and 


12 


Table  3 


Queller  Family  Collection  -  Proof  Seated  Dollars 


Lot  Number 

Date 

Grade 

Price  Realized 

2137 

1840 

NGC  PR-62 

$17,825 

2138 

1841 

NGC  PR-63 

74,750 

2139 

1842 

NGC  PR-63 

46,000 

2140 

1843 

NGC  PR-64 

69,000 

2141 

1844 

NGC  PR-64 

103,500 

2142 

1845 

NGC  PR-64 

34,500 

2143 

1846 

NGC  PR-63 

21,850 

2144 

1847 

NGC  PR-63 

23,000 

2145 

1848 

NGC  PR-62 

21,850 

2146 

1849 

NGC  PR-64 

48,875 

2147 

1850 

NGC  PR-64 

25,300 

2148 

1851 

NGC  PR-63  Restrike 

34,500 

2149 

1852 

NGC  PR-64  Restrike 

57,500 

2150 

1853 

NGC  PR-65  Restrike 

103,500 

2151 

1854 

NGC  PR-64 

25,300 

2152 

1855 

NGC  PR-63  Cameo 

17,250 

2153 

1856 

NGC  PR-64 

13,800 

2154 

1857 

NGC  PR-64 

17,250 

2155 

1858 

NGC  PR-63 

13,800 

2156 

1859 

NGC  PR-63  Cameo 

5,750 

2157 

1860 

NGC  PR-66 

27,600 

2158 

1861 

NGC  PR-65  Cameo 

16,100 

2159 

1862 

NGC  PR-64 

7,188 

2160 

1863 

NGC  PR-62 

3,220 

2161 

1864 

NGC  PR-64 

5,463 

2162 

1865 

NGC  PR-65 

9,775 

2163 

1866 

NGC  PR-64  Cameo 

7,188 

2164 

1868 

NGC  PR-64  Ultra  Cameo 

8,050 

2165 

1870 

NGC  PR-65  Cameo 

12,650 

2166 

1871 

NGC  PR-64  Cameo 

6,900 

2167 

1872 

NGC  PR-63  Cameo 

4,025 

2168 

1873 

NGC  PR-63  Cameo 

4,025 
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gem  specimens  are  considerably  more  abundant.  The  discussion  will  therefore 
focus  on  the  earlier  dates  where  proofs  are  very  rare  and  choice  pieces  are 
extremely  rare. 

The  1841  proof  was  certified  as  NGC  PR-63  and  it  was  one  of  the  finest  known 
examples  of  this  issue.  Only  five  proof  examples  of  this  date  have  been  certified  by 
PCGS  and  NGC  combined.  This  specimen  had  a  bold  strike  with  beautiful  fields 
covered  by  golden  toning  and  darker  patches  of  blue  and  violet  near  the  rims.  It  sold 
for  $74,750  in  the  Heritage  auction.  The  1 842  proof  was  certified  as  NGC  PR-63  and 
it  was  one  of  the  finest  examples  of  this  issue.  This  is  a  very  rare  date  in  proof  and  this 
specimen  was  a  lightly  toned  coin  with  darker  patches  of  gold  and  blue  near  the  rims. 
This  coin  had  a  bold  strike  but  there  was  some  weakness  in  strike  along  the  top  of 
the  left  wing.  It  sold  for  $46,000  in  the  Heritage  auction. 

The  1 843  proof  was  certified  as  NGC  PR-64  and  it  was  one  of  the  finest  coins  of 
this  issue.  This  is  a  very  rare  date  in  proof  condition  and  this  coin  had  a  bold  strike 
with  beautiful  toning.  The  coin  had  varying  shades  of  red  and  brown  through  the 
devices  and  darker  areas  of  blue  and  violet  around  the  periphery.  This  piece  sold  for 
$69,000  in  the  Heritage  auction.  The  1844  proof  was  certified  as  NGC  PR-64  and  it 
was  a  stunningly  beautiful  coin.  It  had  a  bold  strike  with  light  orange  toning  and  some 
small  patches  of  blue  near  the  rims.  This  coin  was  not  struck  from  the  quad  stripes 
obverse  that  was  used  to  produce  the  business  strike  coins  of  this  date,  making  it 
easily  identified  as  a  proof.  This  is  another  very  rare  date  as  a  proof  and  this  coin  was 
one  of  the  finest  known  examples  of  this  date.  It  sold  for  $103,500  in  the  Heritage 
auction. 

The  1849  proof  was  certified  as  NGC  PR-64  and  it  was  one  of  the  finest  known 
examples  of  this  date.  It  had  a  bold  strike  and  light  green  and  gold  toning  with  darker 
areas  of  green  around  the  rim.  This  piece  sold  for  $48,875  in  the  Heritage  auction. 
The  1851  proof  was  certified  as  NGC  PR-63  Restrike  and  it  was  an  amazingly 
beautiful  specimen  with  light  rose  and  brown  toning.  It  had  nearly  perfect  fields  that 
highlighted  the  beauty  of  the  Liberty  Seated  design.  This  piece  sold  for  $34,500  in  the 


1844  Seated  Dollar  in  NGC  PR-64  from  Queller  Family  Collection 
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Heritage  auction.  The  1852  proof  was  certified  NGC  PR-64  Restrike.  It  had  a  bold 
strike  and  showed  gray-green  toning  through  much  of  the  field  and  around  the 
periphery.  It  sold  for  $57,500  in  the  Heritage  auction. 

The  1853  proof  was  certified  as  NGC  PR-65  Restrike  and  it  was  a  stunning  piece 
with  rose-brown  toning  through  the  devices  and  fields  with  electric  blue  areas  around 
the  periphery  and  some  of  the  devices.  It  was  one  of  the  finest  known  examples  of 
this  issue,  a  very  rare  date  in  proof  condition.  This  piece  sold  for  $103,500  in  the 
Heritage  auction.  The  1 854  proof  was  certified  as  NGC  PR-64  and  it  had  a  bold  strike 
with  full  design  detail.  The  obverse  had  red  and  purple  devices  with  light  golden 
toning  around  the  stars  and  date.  The  reverse  was  toned  mostly  dark  blue  and  purple 
with  some  golden  highlights  around  the  devices.  This  piece  sold  for  $25,300  in  the 
Heritage  auction. 

The  remaining  proof  coins  in  the  collection  were  all  beautiful  pieces  but  they  were 
not  as  significant  as  many  of  the  earlier  specimens.  Many  of  the  later  date  proofs  had 
cameo  highlights  that  make  them  very  attractive  pieces  from  this  important  series  of 
Seated  coins.  Overall  the  Queller  Family  Collection  of  Seated  Dollars  contained 
some  outstanding  coins  and  included  some  of  the  finest  known  specimens  for  even 
the  very  rare  dates  in  the  series.  These  coins  are  now  scattered  throughout  the 
numismatic  community  but  the  collection  can  remain  a  lasting  research  tool  since  it 
has  been  preserved  for  future  scholars  in  the  Heritage  Auction  Archive.  The  beautiful 
color  photographs  of  the  coins  in  the  collection  will  remain  as  benchmarks  for  the 
toning  patterns  that  the  pieces  possessed  when  they  were  sold  a  few  months  ago. 
It  will  also  be  possible  to  trace  each  of  the  pieces  in  the  collection  back  to  the  Queller 
Family  Collection  by  comparing  coins  to  the  archive  photographs  in  future  years. 

Most  of  us  will  never  have  the  opportunity  to  purchase  Seated  dollars  in  the  choice 
and  gem  grades  included  in  the  Queller  Family  Collection.  However,  these  beautiful 
pieces  can  show  us  the  fine  design  detail  that  should  be  present  on  examples  of  each 
issue  in  the  highest  grades. 


NEW  ORLEANS  RARE  COINS 

"SPECIALIZING  IN" 

LIBERTY  SEATED  COINAGE  ESPECIALLY  FROM 
THE  NEW  ORLEANS  MINT 

"Please  Check  Out  My  Web  Site" 

"I  Travel  to  Many  Coin  Shows  across  the  United  States" 

"Send  Me  Your  Want  List" 

Buy  —  Sell  —  Trade  —  Appraisals 

Mr.  Lynn  Ourso  •  LSCC  #1676 

Web  site:  www.neworleansrarecoins.com 
E-mail:  lourso@neworleansrarecoins.com 
Telephone:  (225)  937-5105 
Address:  P.O.  Box  1  •  Brusly,  Louisiana  70719 
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In  Memoriam 


Jim  O'Donnell 


1944-2008 


Expert  Numismatist 
Full-Time  Dealer  in  Liberty  Seated  and  Bust  Coinage 
Accomplished  Collector 
Mentor 

Long-Time  LSCC  Member  #753 
Friend  to  All 

« 

Gone  but  not  forgotten!  You  were  sincere,  fair,  honest,  and  we  always  enjoyed 
our  many  dealings  with  you,  and  particularly  our  many  numismatic  discussions. 
We  will  miss  your  many  chats,  good  stories,  expert  knowledge  and  opinions,  kind 
heart,  and  open  friendliness.  The  hobby  has  lost  one  of  its  giants  and  you  will  be 
sorely  missed. 
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A  Classic  1854-0  Half  Dollar  Variety 

by 
Paul  Brill 


The  joy  in  collecting  Seated  coinage  becomes  even  more  rewarding  when  you 
find  a  piece  struck  from  a  failing  set  of  dies  that  displays  numerous  die  cracks  and 
other  oddities.  Such  was  the  case  when  I  recently  acquired  an  1 854-0  half  dollar  that 
appeared  to  be  one  of  the  last  coins  struck  from  a  shattered  die  pair  with  multiple 
defects.  With  a  mintage  of  5.24  million  pieces,  there  are  many  interesting  die  varieties 
for  this  date  that  offer  opportunities  for  research  by  the  variety  collector.  Several 
articles  have  been  published  in  the  journal  showing  coins  of  this  issue  that  were 
struck  from  dramatically  faltering  dies.  My  coin  is  just  another  example  of  what  can 
be  found  while  searching  through  Seated  coinage. 

In  Issue  #37  of  the  journal  Bill  Bugert  reported  that  a  total  of  55  obverses  and  33 
reverses  were  available  to  strike  1854-0  half  dollars  at  the  southern  branch  mint  in 
New  Orleans.  If  all  of  these  obverse  dies  were  utilized,  an  average  of  about  95,000 
coins  would  have  been  minted  per  die,  considerably  less  than  Walter  Breen's 
estimated  range  of  200,000  to  250,000  coins  per  die. 

Beistle's  classic  work  describes  only  16  die  varieties  for  the  1854-0  half  dollar. 
However  in  1998,  club  member  Mike  Lloyd  published  the  results  of  his  eight  year 
comprehensive  study  of  die  varieties  for  1 854-0  half  dollars.  His  1 63  page  review  of 
about  500  different  coins  identifies  56  die  marriages  that  were  struck  from  40 
obverses  and  29  reverses.  The  author  develops  a  new  convention  for  identifying  die 
varieties  of  this  date  that  allows  the  reader  to  follow  the  deterioration  of  the  coinage 
dies.  He  describes  eleven  chains  of  die  varieties  that  link  transitional  dies  for  this 
issue.  Marriage  numbers  are  assigned  to  the  varieties  within  each  chain  and 
represent  a  possible  emission  sequence  within  that  chain,  but  not  the  only  possible 
sequence  in  some  cases.  For  example,  L-406  would  identify  the  6'^  die  marriage 
within  Chain  Four.  A  summary  description  of  this  excellent  study  was  presented  by 
John  McCloskey  in  Issue  #  73  of  the  journal. 
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After  I  purchased  my  1854-0  half  dollar,  I  noticed  a  large  number  of  heavy  die 
cracks  on  its  obverse  and  reverse  as  well  as  a  few  clearly  defined  cuds.  I  wrote  to  Bill 
Bugert  and  asked  him  if  he  was  familiar  with  this  particular  variety  that  was  not  defined 
in  the  Beistle  book.  He  said  that  he  did  not  have  an  example  of  the  variety  in  his 
reference  collection  but  told  me  to  contact  Mike  Lloyd  who  graciously  sent  me  a  copy 
of  his  1 998  study.  Mike  said  he  had  seen  an  example  of  the  variety  that  I  described, 
and  challenged  me  to  identify  it  from  the  descriptions  in  his  book. 

After  some  effort,  I  concluded  that  my  coin  was  Lloyd  variety  L-204,  this  being  the 
4'^  die  marriage  from  Chain  Two  that  was  struck  from  Obverse  5  and  Reverse  E.  A  flow 
chart  shows  the  reader  how  variety  L-204  fits  into  Chain  Two  of  linked  die  marriages. 
Obverse  5  was  in  a  late  die  state  when  it  was  used  to  strike  variety  L-204,  being  first 
paired  with  Reverse  D  to  produce  variety  L-202.  Reverse  E  was  first  paired  with 
Obverse  6  to  produce  variety  L-203  and  then  with  Obverse  5  to  produce  variety  L-204 
and  finally  with  Obverse  7  to  produce  variety  L-205.  This  final  usage  of  Reverse  E 
while  striking  variety  L-205  is  described  by  Beistle  for  variety  9aG  when  he  says  "very 
badly  shattered  die"  for  the  reverse. 

Further  observation  of  my  coin  shows  multiple  die  cracks  through  many  areas  on 
the  obverse.  There  is  a  light  die  crack  running  along  the  inside  points  of  the  1 2"^ 
3'"^  and  4'^  stars  and  a  stronger  crack  from  an  outside  point  of  the  6'^  star  to  the 
denticles.  A  light  crack  runs  from  the  cap  to  the  inner  points  of  the  9'^  lO'''  and  1 1'*" 
stars  and  then  becomes  much  stronger  as  it  runs  through  the  inner  points  of  the  1 1'^ 
12'^  and  13'^  stars  and  out  into  the  field.  There  are  also  very  fine  die  cracks  that 
connect  the  outer  points  of  the  9'^  1 0'^  and  1 1 stars.  Another  crack  runs  from  the  tip 
of  the  longest  toe  to  the  4""  denticle  above  the  toe.  A  strong  crack  runs  from  a  denticle 
through  the  right  arrowhead  near  its  center  to  the  notch  in  the  base  above.  The  most 
significant  crack  runs  from  the  1^'  star  to  the  top  of  the  rock,  strengthens  as  it  runs 
down  along  the  left  side  of  the  rock,  becomes  an  internal  cud  as  it  runs  through  the 
left  end  of  the  banner,  reduces  to  a  strong  crack  as  it  runs  along  the  base  of  the  rock 
and  continues  down  to  the  tip  of  the  upper  serif  of  the  1  in  the  date.  A  few  additional 


1854-0  Half  Dollar  with  Rock  Lava  Flow  Obverse 
Variety  L-204  Struck  from  Obverse  5 
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1854-0  Half  Dollars 
Chain  Two  of  Linked  Die  Marriages 


minor  cracks  have  not  been  listed  in  this  description.  However,  the  raised  mass  of 
cud  metal  running  through  the  rock  leads  me  to  believe  that  my  coin  is  in  a  later  die 
state  than  described  in  the  Lloyd  manuscript. 

The  reverse  already  shows  numerous  die  cracks  even  in  this  intermediate  die 
state.  Light  cracks  run  through  the  top  of  the  letters  UNITE  and  the  bottom  of  the 
letters  TED  STATES  O.  The  letters  HAL  are  connected  at  their  bases  by  a  strong 
crack,  the  letters  LF  are  connected  at  the  top  by  a  strong  crack,  the  letters  DO  are 
connected  at  the  top  by  a  strong  crack  and  the  letters  OL  are  connected  at  the  bottom 
by  a  strong  crack.  Another  crack  runs  from  the  wing  tip  across  the  three  outer  leaves 
to  the  left  base  of  the  H.  Another  crack  runs  from  the  right  base  of  the  second  A  in 
AMERICA  down  through  the  tip  of  the  three  arrowheads.  A  stronger  crack  runs  from 
the  middle  arrowhead  to  the  denticles.  There  are  also  a  few  additional  minor  cracks 
that  have  not  been  listed  in  this  description.  The  most  prominent  feature  of  this 
reverse  is  a  large  cud  atthe  bottom  left  base  of  the  N  in  UNITED  making  it  much  wider 
than  normal.  This  reverse  has  been  nicknamed  the  Bigfoot  N  reverse  in  the  Lloyd 
manuscript  in  recognition  of  this  feature.  It  is  not  known  when  this  cud  first  appeared 
on  this  die  but  all  of  the  examples  of  variety  L-204  that  have  been  observed  have  had 
the  Bigfoot  N. 

My  example  of  the  L-204  variety  does  not  show  any  doubled  date  numerals.  The 
reverse  has  strong  vertical  shield  stripes  and  the  mintmark  is  high  up  in  the  crotch 
and  equidistant  from  the  feather  and  the  stem.  But  my  coin  was  struck  from  a  die  pair 
with  multiple  die  cracks  on  the  obverse  and  the  reverse.  Just  as  Mike  Lloyd  used  the 
reverse  cud  to  assign  the  nickname  Bigfoot  N  to  Reverse  E  in  his  study,  I  would  like 
to  assign  the  nickname  Rock  Lava  Flow  to  the  obverse  of  variety  L-204  in  recognition 
of  the  large  cud  like  crack  that  develops  on  this  die. 

The  study  of  my  coin  raises  some  questions  about  the  striking  of  half  dollars  at  the 
New  Orleans  mint  in  1 854.  Some  of  the  questions  that  have  occurred  to  me  are  given 
in  the  paragraphs  below. 


1854-0  Half  Dollar  with  Bigfoot  N  Reverse 
Variety  L-204  Struck  from  Reverse  E 


20 


How  many  coins  were  produced  from  some  of  the  die  pairings  used  to  strike  half 
dollars  at  the  New  Orleans  mint  in  1 854?  It  was  probably  higher  than  the  calculated 
average  of  95,000  since  some  of  the  available  dies  were  probably  not  used.  If  the  40 
obverse  dies  listed  by  Mike  Lloyd  were  used  over  the  total  mintage  for  half  dollars  in 
1854,  then  a  higher  average  of  about  131 ,000  or  more  were  struck  from  these  dies 
despite  the  availability  of  some  unused  dies. 

Was  die  maintenance  and  die  metal  composition  or  preparation  a  cause  for  such 
frequent  die  failures  during  New  Orleans  mint  operations  in  1 854?  Were  mint  workers 
unaware  of  coin  quality  problems  until  they  became  grossly  apparent,  or  were  they 
just  indifferent  and  slow  to  respond  to  needed  repairs  to  improve  the  quality  of  their 
product?  Mike  Lloyd  thinks  that  the  weight  reduction  of  silver  coinage  in  1853 
resulted  in  higher  mintages  at  both  the  Philadelphia  and  New  Orleans  mints  in  1853 
and  1854  to  offset  the  possible  loss  of  the  heavier  silver  coinage  to  melting.  More 
coins  meant  more  quality  control  problems. 

Fortunately,  mint  problems  from  the  past  have  produced  jewels  in  the  present 
for  collectors  of  Seated  coinage.  I  am  sure  that  the  1854-0  half  dollar  still  offers  a 
treasure  trove  of  die  variations  for  the  advanced  collector.  I  highly  recommend  Mike 
Lloyd's  publication  for  anyone  seeking  a  guide  to  this  treasure  from  the  New 
Orleans  mint. 
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Seated  Dimes  with: 
Rotated  Reverses   •  Cuds 

IVIajor  Die  Breaks   •    Better  Dates 

Please  fonward  information  on  any  available  coins  to: 
Jason@seated.org 

Jason  Feldman  •  LSCC  #2003 

P.O.  Box  8600  •  Jupiter,  Florida  33468  •  Telephone:  (305)  409-2000 
There  are  some  dimes  listed  for  sale  at:  www.seateddime.com 
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An  Unreported  Variety  for  the  1874-CC  Trade  Dollar 

by 

William  H.  Cowburn,  Jr. 

An  1874-CC  Trade  Dollar  is  not  a  particularly  difficult  coin  to  locate,  especially  if 
you  are  simply  trying  to  acquire  a  single  example  for  your  collection.  However,  if  you 
collect  Trade  Dollars  by  die  marriage,  this  date  suddenly  offers  many  opportunities 
for  research  as  well  as  challenges  in  locating  some  of  the  known  die  pairs.  But  then, 
the  thrill  of  the  hunt  is  always  a  rewarding  part  of  the  collecting  experience! 

In  his  reference  book  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States,  A 
Complete  Encyclopedia,  Q.  David  Bowers  lists  six  different  varieties  for  the  1 874-CC 
Trade  Dollar,  each  identified  by  mintmark  size  and  spacing  between  the  two  Cs. 
While  this  information  is  useful,  I  do  not  feel  that  it  is  sufficient  to  identify  the  reverse 
dies  since  coin  measurements  will  frequently  vary  with  the  quality  of  strike  and  the 
grade  of  a  coin.  I  therefore  started  to  supplement  my  mintmark  measurements  with 
the  position  of  the  second  C  relative  to  the  comma  after  GRAINS  so  that  I  could  more 
easily  recognize  the  reverse  dies.  In  addition  to  the  six  varieties  listed  in  the  Bowers 
encyclopedia,  Bert  Schlosser  described  a  seventh  variety  with  an  extra  wide  CC 
mintmark  in  Issue  #71  of  the  journal.  Undoubtedly,  additional  varieties  exist  that  have 
simply  not  yet  been  noted  in  the  numismatic  literature.  This  article  will  describe  one 
of  these,  an  eighth  reverse  variety  for  the  1874-CC  Trade  Dollar  that  is  available  to 
interested  collectors  of  the  series. 

The  Carson  City  Mint  received  at  least  1 7  pairs  of  dies  for  the  striking  of  1 874-CC 
Trade  Dollars.  The  dates  were  hand  punched  into  the  obverse  dies  while  the 
mintmarks  were  hand  punched  into  the  reverse  dies.  This  procedure  resulted  in 
slightly  different  positioning  of  the  dates  and  mintmarks  on  the  working  dies.  It  is 
therefore  possible  for  a  collector  to  identify  individual  dies  through  research  studies 
and  to  construct  a  list  of  die  pairs  that  were  used  to  strike  coins  for  this  or  any  other 
date  in  the  Trade  Dollar  series. 

In  March  of  2008  while  at  the  Baltimore  Coin  Show  I  located  an  1874-CC  Trade 
Dollar  that  had  a  reverse  unlike  any  of  the  seven  varieties  that  I  had  previously 
identified.  I  did  not  have  my  notes  with  me  or  even  a  good  tool  to  measure  the  height 
of  the  mintmark  or  the  spacing  between  the  two  Cs,  but  I  knew  that  I  did  not  have  an 
example  of  this  variety  in  my  collection.  The  second  C  was  clearly  farther  to  the  right 
than  on  any  coin  of  this  date  that  I  had  ever  seen. 

I  quickly  bought  the  coin  and  took  it  home  for  additional  study.  It  turns  out  that  my 
new  piece  had  a  mintmark  with  a  height  of  1 .2mm  and  a  distance  between  the  two 
Cs  of  1 .0mm.  But  more  significant,  I  noted  that  the  second  C  was  almost  completely 
to  the  right  of  the  comma  after  GRAINS,  positioned  so  that  its  left  edge  was  below  the 
comma.  I  was  not  able  to  find  any  mention  of  this  variety  in  the  numismatic  literature, 
so  I  turned  to  the  Heritage  Auction  Archive  to  see  if  I  could  find  other  examples  of  this 
variety  that  were  sold  at  auction. 

Typically,  I  do  not  look  for  mintmark  varieties  in  internet  auctions  because  it  is 
simply  too  difficult  to  measure  the  size  and  spacing  of  the  two  Cs  using  computer 
images.  However  this  variety  has  a  very  visible  marker  that  makes  it  easy  to  identify. 
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I  only  had  to  look  for  coins  where  the  second  C  was  ainnost  entirely  to  the  right  of  the 
comma  after  GRAINS.  I  was  not  aware  of  any  other  varieties  of  this  date  that  had  the 
mintmark  that  far  to  the  right.  I  began  looking  through  the  archive  for  that  second  C 
location  and  found  8  matches  out  of  approximately  160  coins  of  this  date. 

This  research  provided  confirmation  for  me  as  to  the  authenticity  of  my  new  piece 
since  all  of  the  coins  in  the  archive  had  been  certified  by  major,  reputable  grading 
services.  Although  I  could  not  see  anything  even  remotely  suspicious  about  my  new 
coin,  I  wanted  to  be  sure  that  it  was  genuine.  Finding  several  certified  examples  was 
reassuring. 

Extrapolating  from  the  Heritage  data,  I  would  estimate  that  perhaps  5%  of  all  1 874- 
CC  Trade  Dollars  are  examples  of  this  previously  unreported  variety.  Comparing  the 
photographs  of  this  new  variety  with  some  of  the  previously  reported  reverses,  I  have 
made  the  following  observations: 

1 .  The  CC  mintmark  on  the  new  variety  is  larger  than  that  on  at  least  three  of  the  other 
reverses  used  during  this  year. 

2.  The  two  Cs  in  the  mintmark  on  the  new  variety  are  farther  apart  than  the  spacing 
on  all  but  one  of  the  other  reverses  that  have  been  identified. 

3.  The  second  C  is  farther  to  the  right  on  the  new  variety  than  on  any  of  the  other 
known  reverses  for  this  year. 

4.  The  new  reverse  has  a  period  after  FINE  but  this  period  is  missing  on  some 
reverses  used  during  this  year. 

As  you  can  see  from  the  characteristics  listed  above,  there  are  other  differences 
in  the  reverse  dies  besides  the  height  of  the  mintmark  and  the  spacing  between  the 
two  Cs.  The  placement  of  the  two  Cs  on  the  reverse  die  can  be  measured  relative  to 


Newly  Identified  1874-CC  Trade  Dollar  with  Mintmark  Far  to  Right 
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the  comma  after  the  word  GRAINS.  This  comma  is  in  a  fixed  position  on  the  die 
because  it  was  part  of  the  working  hub  and  therefore  in  the  same  position  on  each 
of  the  working  dies. 


Trade  Dollar  Die  Marriages 


Collecting  Trade  Dollars  by  die  marriage  can  be  a  challenging  pursuit  because  it 
requires  the  collector  to  identify  each  die  pair  that  was  used  to  strike  coins  of  a  given 
date.  Most  references  on  the  Trade  Dollar  series  describe  reverse  dies  based  upon 
mintmark  size  and  position.  Only  a  few  obverse  dies  are  noted  and  these  are  usually 
doubled  dies  or  Type  1  and  Type  2  obverses  for  those  years  when  both  types  were 
used.  However,  generally  only  reverse  characteristics  are  given  for  individual  dies  in 
the  Trade  Dollar  series.  Unfortunately,  this  practice  only  provides  part  of  the 
information  needed  to  collect  coins  in  the  Trade  Dollar  series  by  die  marriage. 

Unique  obverse  dies  can  generally  be  identified  from  the  position  of  the  date 
relative  to  other  obverse  devices  since  the  date  was  hand  punched  into  each  working 
die.  On  occasion,  a  unique  obverse  die  can  be  identified  from  evidence  of  repunching 
on  the  date  digits  orfrom  the  remnants  of  wildly  misplaced  digits  in  the  denticles.  Joe 
Kirchgessner  has  identified  and  described  unique  obverse  dies  for  1873-00  Trade 
Dollars  in  an  article  that  was  published  in  Issue  #81  of  the  journal.  However,  this  type 
of  information  on  obverse  dies  is  lacking  in  the  literature  for  most  other  dates  in  the 
series.  In  a  future  article  I  will  describe  the  widely  varying  date  positions  found  on 
some  dates  in  the  Trade  Dollar  series.  This  information  will  allow  collectors  to  identify 
unique  obverse  dies  and  therefore  some  unique  die  marriages  within  the  Trade 
Dollar  series. 

Part  of  the  challenge  in  collecting  Trade  Dollars  by  die  marriage  is  that  very  little 
information  has  been  published  on  the  subject.  Any  individual  interested  in  pursuing 
this  collecting  objective  must  be  willing  to  do  some  original  research  to  create  a  list 
of  die  marriages  for  each  date  in  the  series.  This  can  be  demanding  and  difficult  work 
but  the  rewards  are  many  as  you  begin  to  understand  what  is  available  and  the  rarity 
of  individual  die  marriages.  The  thrill  of  the  hunt  becomes  a  very  significant  part  of 
the  collecting  experience.  I  would  be  interested  in  corresponding  with  any  collector 
who  would  be  interested  in  sharing  information  on  varieties  in  the  Trade  Dollar  series. 
I  can  be  reached  at  wcowburn@comcast.net. 


24 


Remembering  Jim  O'Donnell 

by 

James  C.  Gray 

I  was  saddened  by  the  news  of  Jim's  recent  passing  since  I  had  done  business 
with  him  for  over  twenty  years.  As  I  related  in  my  article  The  Best  of  Times  in  2005, 
I  first  met  Jim  at  the  1982  ANA  Convention  in  Boston  where  I  purchased  an  1853 
No  Arrows  half  dimefrom  him.  I  always  tried  to  meet  with  Jim  at  the  ANA  Convention 
but  he  did  not  have  a  table  at  the  show  during  the  1980s.  I  would  therefore  have 
him  paged  when  I  arrived  at  the  convention  so  that  we  could  meet  and  discuss 
Seated  coinage. 

Atthe1984ANAConventioninDetroit,  we  met  at  the  table  of  Dallas  Gold  &  Silver. 
As  he  usually  did,  Jim  asked  me  if  I  had  anything  to  sell.  I  showed  him  a  nice  1 860- 
D  half  eagle  in  AU  that  I  had  recently  purchased  from  a  local  estate.  Jim  looked  it 
over  and  asked  the  price.  I  told  him  $2400.  At  that  point,  Jim  flipped  the  coin  about 
ten  feet  in  the  air.  I  almost  had  a  heart  attack  knowing  that  the  coin  would  be  ruined 
when  it  hit  the  cement  floor.  In  one  smooth  move,  Jim  caught  the  coin  and  handed 
it  to  the  dealer  at  the  table  and  said,  $2500.  The  dealer  checked  it  out  and  gave  Jim 
twenty  five  $1 00  bills.  He  kept  one  and  gave  the  rest  to  me! 

I  always  looked  forward  to  seeing  Jim  at  the  ANA  Conventions  and  one  time  met 
him  for  lunch  in  New  York  during  a  visit  to  that  city.  He  had  a  great  memory  for  the 
coins  he  had  sold  and  loved  to  talk  about  the  acquisitions  he  had  made. 

At  the  1988  ANA  Convention,  Jim  had  a  beautiful  1862-S  dime  in  AU-55  that  I 
really  wanted.  However,  he  would  not  come  down  on  the  price  so  I  passed  on  it. 
I  looked  nine  more  years  for  a  suitable  example  of  this  date  but  I  never  found  one. 
Then  at  the  1 997  ANA  Convention,  I  bought  an  original  1 862-S  dime  in  XF-45  from 
Jim.  He  then  reminded  me  that  I  should  have  purchased  the  piece  he  had  nine 
years  before.  Jim  had  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  coins  he  bought  and  sold  and 
I  learned  a  lot  from  our  conversations. 

Jim  always  tried  to  deal  in  cash  and  did  not  like  checks.  In  the  late  1 990s,  I  sold 
him  a  duplicate  1 855-S  half  dollar.  He  paid  me  with  two  checks  made  out  to  cash 
that  were  given  to  him  by  two  club  members.  Since  I  knew  the  writers,  I  accepted 
the  checks  in  payment. 

Over  the  years  I  purchased  a  number  of  choice  Seated  coins  from  Jim.  These 
include  a  magnificent  1 846  dime  in  AU-58,  an  original  1 873-CC  dime  in  AU-50,  an 
original  1874-CC  dime  in  AU-53,  a  spectacular  1870-CC  quarter  in  XF-45,  a 
beautiful  1842-0  Small  Date  half  dollar  in  AU-58  and  a  lovely  1851  original  dollar 
in  MS-61 .  The  1 842-0  Small  Date  half  dollar  was  a  stunning  coin  that  had  the  best 
strike  I  have  ever  seen. 

I  will  always  have  fond  memories  of  Jim  and  he  will  be  missed. 
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Another  Rotated  Reverse  1870-CC  Seated  Dollar 

by 

Tom  DeFina 

Any  collector  has  to  love  the  atmosphere  at  a  large  numismatic  event,  a  bourse 
floor  with  several  hundred  tables  and  some  of  the  top  rare  coin  dealers  from  across 
the  country  in  attendance.  Recently,  after  an  entire  day  of  walking  the  floor  with  few 
purchases,  my  day  was  about  to  take  a  sudden  and  dramatic  turn.  Just  as  I  was  about 
to  call  it  a  day,  there  seemed  to  be  one  last  dealer  table  that  drew  me  in  closer  despite 
the  crowded  bourse  traffic.  As  I  was  inching  my  way  forward  and  looking  into  one  of 
the  cases,  something  very  interesting  caught  my  eye.  I  got  the  dealer's  attention  and 
he  let  me  examine  an  1870-CC  Seated  dollar  that  had  the  words  Mint  Error  on  the 
certified  label.  Upon  closer  inspection  I  noticed  thatthe  coin  was  graded  PCGSVF35 
followed  by  a  notation  that  its  reverse  was  rotated  clockwise  through  65  degrees. 

After  further  examination  of  this  unusual  coin  and  with  friendly  opinions  from  other 
collectors,  we  concluded  that  this  1 870-CC  dollar  was  struck  from  Obverse  1  with  the 
date  left  and  Reverse  4  that  was  used  to  strike  some  1 870-CC  dollars  and  all  known 
1 873-CC  Seated  dollars.  Obverse  1  has  the  date  left  with  the  tip  of  the  shield  over  the 
left  side  of  the  upright  of  the  1  in  the  date.  This  obverse  was  described  and  illustrated 
by  John  Kroon  in  his  article  on  1 870-CC  dollars  in  Issue  #32  of  the  journal.  Reverse 
4  has  a  widely  spaced  CC  mintmark  with  the  serif  of  the  left  C  near  the  feather  tip  and 
the  serif  of  the  right  C  very  close  to  the  branch  stem.  This  reverse  was  described  and 
illustrated  by  John  Kroon  in  his  article  on  1 870-CC  dollars  in  Issue  #23  of  the  journal. 
Both  of  the  Kroon  articles  have  been  reprinted  in  Collective  Volume  Number  Two. 

In  Issue  #79  of  the  journal  Weimar  White  describes  an  incredible  1 870-CC  dollar 
that  he  had  the  opportunity  to  examine  at  the  2000  ANA  Convention  in  Philadelphia. 


1870-CC  Seated  Dollar  Certified  as  PCGS  VF-35  with  Reverse 
Rotated  Clockwise  through  65  Degrees 
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This  coin  was  owned  by  Nathan  Sonnheim  and  had  been  certified  as  ANACS  XF40. 
White  noticed  that  the  coin  had  a  rotated  reverse  and  used  a  protractor  to  estimate 
the  angle  of  rotation  to  be  65  degrees  clockwise  from  upright.  Additional  study 
determined  that  the  piece  was  struck  from  the  Obverse  1 ,  Reverse  4  die  pair,  the 
same  dies  that  were  used  to  produce  the  coin  that  I  recently  purchased. 

In  Issue  #26  of  the  journal  Weimar  White  describes  and  illustrates  a  beautiful 
brilliant  uncirculated  1870-CC  dollar  in  deep  prooflike  condition.  He  describes  this 
coin  as  having  its  reverse  rotated  20  degrees  clockwise  from  upright.  Interestingly 
enough,  this  same  coin  is  illustrated  on  the  covers  of  the  second  edition  of  his  book 
on  Coin  C/7em/sf/y  that  was  published  in  2006.  His  pictures  of  this  beautiful  specimen 
show  that  it  was  also  struck  from  the  Obverse  1 ,  Reverse  4  die  pair. 

I  have  documented  the  existence  of  three  1 870-00  Seated  dollars  that  have  their 
reverses  rotated  clockwise,  all  struck  from  the  same  Obverse  1 ,  Reverse  4  die  pair. 
While  this  date  is  considered  to  be  rare  with  a  rotated  reverse,  it  is  not  known  how 
many  more  error  coins  of  this  date  might  exist.  I  would  therefore  like  to  ask  readers 
to  examinethe  1870-00  dollars  they  possess  and  report  any  specimens  that  they  find 
with  rotated  reverses.  Please  note  the  degree  of  rotation  from  upright  and  the  die  pair 
used  to  strike  the  coins.  If  images  are  available  in  an  auction  archive,  a  reference  to 
the  pictures  would  be  appreciated.  Please  report  any  findings  to  me  by  e-mail  at 
callps01@aol.com. 

Weimar  White  has  stated  that  he  believes  the  Obverse  1 ,  Reverse  4  die  pair  was 
used  to  strike  the  first  Oarson  Oity  dollars.  He  has  speculated  that  these  rotated 
reverse  errors  might  be  an  indication  that  the  new  branch  mint  was  experiencing 
problems  during  its  initial  striking  of  dollar  coins.  Several  questions  come  to  mind  that 
I  may  be  able  to  answer  with  additional  study  of  these  rotated  reverse  coins.  How  rare 
is  the  1 870-00  dollar  with  a  rotated  reverse?  Were  all  of  the  rotated  reverse  coins  of 
this  date  struck  from  the  same  die  pair?  How  many  different  rotations  exist  for  this 
date?  Perhaps  I  can  provide  some  new  information  on  these  questions  with  the 
responses  I  receive  from  club  members. 


LSCC  Regional  Meeting  at  FUN  Convention 

There  will  be  an  Eastern  Regional  meeting  of  LSOO  at  the  FUN  Oonvention  in 
January  2009.  The  meeting  will  be  held  at  9:00AM  on  Friday  January  9,  2009  in 
Orlando,  Florida  during  the  FUN  Oonvention.  The  meeting  will  be  held  at  the  Orange 
Oounty  Oonvention  Oenter  in  Orlando.  The  location  of  the  meeting  will  be  given  in 
the  convention  program.  We  hope  that  LSOO  members  will  take  this  opportunity  to 
gather  and  exchange  information  on  Liberty  Seated  coinage. 

The  Editor 
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The  1843  V6  Half  Dime 

by 

Dennis  Hengeveld 


A  few  years  ago  I  purchased  an  1 843  half  dime  certified  as  PCGS  MS-63  from  a  well 
known  dealer  over  the  internet.  Although  pictures  of  the  coin  were  very  dark  and  did 
not  show  much  color,  I  felt  that  in  hand  the  toning  would  be  pretty  nice.  Knowing  the 
reputation  of  the  dealer,  I  decided  to  buy  the  coin  even  though  I  had  not  yet  studied 
the  Seated  half  dime  series  and  did  not  yet  own  copies  of  the  BIythe  and  Valentine 
reference  books.  When  the  coin  arrived  my  expectations  that  it  would  be  a  very  nice 
piece  were  met.  The  coin  exhibited  a  full  strike  with  only  the  slightest  cabinet  friction 
on  Liberty's  knee,  normal  for  Seated  half  dimes  in  grades  below  MS-65.  The  coin 
displayed  a  wide  range  of  colors  with  shades  of  turquoise,  cobalt,  red-brown  and  gold 
on  both  the  obverse  and  reverse  when  tilted  slightly.  Underneath  the  toning,  the  coin 
had  full  prooflike  surfaces  with  good  luster.  Taking  everything  into  account,  I  was  very 
satisfied  with  the  coin  and  felt  that  it  was  a  nice  addition  to  my  collection. 

A  few  weeks  after  I  purchased  this  coin  I  decided  to  take  a  closer  look  at  it.  Under 
5x  magnification,  I  could  see  signs  of  a  repunched  date.  With  1 0x  magnification,  the 
1 , 8  and  4  in  the  date  could  be  clearly  seen  as  repunched.  Delighted  to  see  that  I  had 
found  an  interesting  variety  that  was  unattributed,  I  wanted  to  know  the  rarity  of  this 
repunched  date  variety.  Since  I  did  not  yet  own  the  half  dime  reference  books,  I 
posted  the  question  on  the  PCGS  message  board.  With  the  help  of  several  board 
members,  I  was  able  to  positively  identify  my  new  purchase  as  an  1 843  V6  half  dime. 
According  to  vyell  known  half  dime  specialist  Stephen  Grain,  the  V6  variety  was  once 
considered  to'be  rare,  but  in  recent  times  more  examples  have  been  discovered.  In 
the  latest  LSCG  half  dime  census,  a  total  of  27  examples  were  reported,  including  one 
in  mint  state,  six  in  AU  and  9  in  EF  grades.  Grain  considers  it  to  be  a  very  interesting 
variety,  but  an  obscure  and  overlooked  variety  worth  a  premium  of  about  25%  over 
a  common  coin  of  this  date. 

I  now  have  copies  of  both  the  Valentine  and  BIythe  references  and  I  am  able  to  add 
some  more  facts  about  this  interesting  coin.  Valentine  describes  the  V6  variety  as  follows: 
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Obv.  Compact,  low  date.  1  and  8  recut  at  bottom.  Flaw  shows  between  10'^  and 

11'^  stars. 
Rev.  Thin  lettering. 

The  Valentine  plate  coin  only  grades  VG  and  lacks  some  of  the  die  characteristics 
of  this  variety  that  are  visible  on  higher  grade  pieces.  In  his  1 992  reverence  book,  Al 
BIythe  devotes  a  separate  page  to  this  repunched  date  variety  that  he  calls  V6a.  He 
calls  it  a  "Double  Date"  and  notes  that  it  is  a  "slightly  better  date,  tougher  in  mint 
state."  His  plate  coin  appears  to  be  a  nearly  mint  state  example  of  this  variety. 

The  cherrypickers  guide  lists  this  variety  as  FS-H1 0-1 843-301  and  considers  it  to 
be  scarce  with  65  to  125  pieces  known.  Comments  on  this  variety  are:  "High  grade 
examples  are  always  in  demand.  This  is  a  well-known  repunched  date,  and  very 
popular  among  Liberty  Seated  specialists." 

My  search  on  the  internet  has  identified  only  a  few  examples  of  this  variety  coming 
on  the  market  in  recent  years.  The  majority  of  the  coins  observed  were  in  grades 
between  VG  and  VP.  Only  one  example  was  observed  in  EF,  indicating  that  the  higher 
grade  pieces  are  either  locked  up  in  collections  or  still  unattributed. 

According  to  the  descriptions  given  in  the  reference  books,  my  V6  coin  appears 
to  be  an  early  die  state  of  this  variety.  Along  with  prooflike  surfaces,  all  of  the  date 
numerals  on  my  coin  are  repunched,  although  very  strong  magnification  is  needed 
to  see  the  doubling  on  the  3.  The  die  defect  between  the  lO**"  and  11'^  stars  is  also 
clearly  visible  and  appears  to  be  fully  struck. 

Repunched  date  varieties  in  the  Seated  half  dime  series  are  very  scarce,  but 
currently  do  not  attract  much  attention  from  collectors.  Because  strong  magnifica- 
tion is  needed  to  see  repunched  digits  on  half  dimes,  collectors  normally  will  only 
actively  collect  varieties  for  the  larger  denominations.  However,  I  believe  that  this 
preference  among  collectors  creates  an  excellent  opportunity  for  the  experienced 
half  dime  collector,  since  there  are  some  interesting  varieties  that  can  be  found  at 
modest  prices.  The  Red  Book  lists  only  the  obvious  varieties  in  the  Seated  half  dime 
series,  like  the  1 849/6  and  1 849/8  overdates.  The  lack  of  a  complete  variety  reference 
book  on  the  series  has  hindered  variety  collecting  of  this  denomination.  If  such  a 
reference  book  were  to  be  published,  I  believe  that  many  half  dime  varieties  would 
attract  more  attention  and  increase  in  value.  For  now  however,  I  believe  there  are 
excellent  opportunities  to  cherrypick  some  of  the  overlooked  varieties  in  the  series 
before  a  growing  interest  makes  them  difficult  to  obtain. 


1843  V6  Half  Dime  Certified  as  PCGS  MS-63 
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Liberty  Seated  Dollar  Survey  Results 

by 

John  McCloskey 


During  January  2008  club  members  were  sent  a  survey  form  asking  them  to  report 
the  Liberty  Seated  dollars  in  their  possession.  We  received  completed  forms  from  65 
members  who  reported  a  total  of  1 207  coins  for  an  average  of  just  under  1 9  coins  per 
member.  These  are  smaller  numbers  compared  to  the  other  Seated  denominations 
because  of  the  much  smaller  number  of  branch  mint  issues  and  a  much  higher  value 
for  individual  coins  in  this  series.  The  survey  form  included  information  on  die 
varieties  but  this  article  will  only  provide  an  analysis  of  the  data  received  by  date  and 
mintmark.  The  information  obtained  on  die  varieties  will  be  presented  in  a  future 
article  on  the  survey  data. 

Table  1  is  a  listing  of  the  1 207  Seated  dollars  reported  in  the  survey  tabulated  by 
date  and  grade.  The  table  shows  that  club  members  prefer  to  collect  the  series  in  XF 
and  AU  grades  with  almost  62%  of  the  reported  coins  in  these  grades.  It  is  also  clear 
that  the  preference  among  the  respondents  was  for  matched  sets  of  business  strike 
coins  with  only  a  very  limited  number  of  proofs  reported  in  the  survey.  There  were 


Table  1 
Liberty  Seated  Dollars 


AG-VG 

Fine 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS 

IVIS 

Proofs 

Total 

Date 

3-11 

12-19 

20-39 

40-49 

50-59 

60-62 

63  + 

50+ 

Coins 

1840 

1 

6 

13 

11 

3 

0 

0 

35 

1841 

1 

4 

8 

10 

9 

3 

2 

0 

37 

1842 

4 

1 

4 

22 

13 

5 

0 

0 

49 

1843 

0 

3 

5 

16 

12 

2 

1 

0 

39 

1844 

3 

1 

5 

8 

9 

4 

0 

0 

30 

1845 

1 

3 

3 

11 

10 

1 

0 

0 

29 

30 


AG-VG 

Fine 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS 

MS 

Proofs 

Total 

Date 

3-11 

12-19 

20-39 

40-49 

50-59 

60-62 

63 -f- 

50  + 

uoins 

1846 

0 

1 

6 

16 

22 

2 

1 

1 

49 

1846-0 

3 

0 

9 

11 

10 

1 

0 

0 

34 

1847 

1 

2 

6 

13 

15 

2 

1 

0 

40 

1848 

0 

4 

2 

7 

12 

1 

0 

0 

26 

1849 

2 

1 

4 

11 

12 

3 

0 

1 

34 

1850 

0 

0 

1 

2 

9 

3 

0 

1 

16 

1850-O 

3 

6 

3 

6 

5 

1 

0 

0 

24 

1851 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

2 

1 

0 

5 

1852 

0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

0 

1 

0 

5 

1853 

3 

0 

3 

6 

13 

2 

0 

1 

28 

1854 

0 

0 

1 

3 

5 

4 

1 

0 

14 

1855 

3 

0 

0 

1 

9 

1 

0 

0 

14 

1856 

1 

1 

4 

4 

13 

0 

0 

0 

23 

1857 

1 

2 

1 

3 

10 

2 

0 

0 

19 

1858 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

10 

10 

1859 

0 

2 

4 

12 

8 

2 

0 

2 

30 

1859-0 

2 

2 

4 

13 

14 

3 

0 

0 

38 

1859-S 

2 

6 

8 

16 

5 

0 

1 

0 

38 

1860 

2 

1 

2 

5 

6 

4 

3 

0 

23 

1860-O 

0 

1 

3 

9 

12 

4 

1 

0 

30 

1861 

2 

0 

1 

7 

5 

0 

1 

2 

18 

1862 

1 

0 

4 

4 

5 

1 

0 

1 

16 

1863 

1 

1 

5 

3 

9 

1 

0 

2 

22 

1864 

2 

2 

2 

8 

10 

2 

0 

1 

27 

1865 

3 

0 

5 

11 

6 

3 

1 

4 

33 

1866 

3 

2 

3 

10 

10 

4 

1 

4 

37 

1867 

2 

0 

4 

7 

10 

1 

1 

2 

27 

1868 

1 

1 

5 

13 

11 

1 

0 

3 

35 

1869 

2 

3 

3 

11 

7 

1 

0 

0 

27 

1870 

3 

2 

5 

10 

7 

3 

0 

1 

31 

1870-CC 

5 

5 

9 

10 

5 

0 

1 

0 

35 

1870-S 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1871 

1 

2 

9 

12 

14 

0 

0 

0 

38 

1871-00 

1 

2 

4 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

12 

1872 

4 

3 

7 

10 

11 

2 

0 

0 

37 

1872-00 

4 

2 

3 

8 

1 

0 

0 

0 

18 

1872-S 

3 

5 

9 

12 

2 

0 

1 

0 

32 

1873 

0 

6 

5 

6 

11 

3 

1 

0 

32 

1873-00 

1 

2 

0 

3 

4 

0 

0 

0 

10 

1873-S 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

72 

80 

175 

369 

378 

77 

20 

36 

1207 

31 


only  four  proof  coins  reported  for  the  dates  prior  to  1 858  and  only  one  for  the  last  five 
years  of  the  series.  This  limited  number  of  proofs  makes  it  very  difficult  to  draw  any 
conclusions  about  proofs  because  the  small  samples  provide  very  little  information 
on  relative  availability  of  the  dates.  The  relatively  large  number  of  proof  coins 
reported  for  the  1858  date  was  due  to  the  fact  that  this  is  a  proof  only  issue  and  a 
collector  must  buy  a  proof  if  he  wishes  to  own  an  example  of  this  date. 

The  survey  data  shows  that  there  was  a  nearly  identical  split  between  the  XF  and 
AU  coins  reported  by  the  respondents  but  that  the  pattern  varies  with  rarity.  Table  2 
lists  the  33  Philadelphia  business  strike  issues  in  the  Seated  dollar  series  by 
frequency  of  appearance  in  the  survey.  The  table  shows  that  the  first  eleven  dates  in 
the  table  are  all  in  the  period  from  1 850  to  1 863.  In  fact  all  of  the  business  strike  dates 
in  this  14  year  period  are  included  except  for  1853  and  1859.  The  1858  date  is  also 
omitted  because  it  is  a  proof  only  date.  The  table  also  shows  that  the  rarest  dates 
were  more  frequently  reported  in  AU  grades  than  in  XF.  In  fact  there  was  a  higher 
frequency  of  appearance  in  AU  for  all  but  one  of  the  top  fourteen  dates  in  the  series. 
The  table  also  shows  that  there  were  eleven  dates  with  a  higher  frequency  in  XF 
grades  but  these  dates  were  mostly  in  the  lower  half  of  the  rarity  listing.  It  is  also 
interesting  to  note  that  the  first  four  dates  in  the  series  from  1 840  to  1 843  were  near 
the  bottom  in  the  rarity  rankings  and  that  all  four  dates  had  a  higher  frequency  in  XF 
than  in  AU. 

The  table  also  shows  that  there  were  no  more  than  five  mint  state  coins  reported 
for  any  Philadelphia  issue  except  the  seven  pieces  listed  for  1860.  While  there  was 
only  a  limited  number  of  mint  state  coins  in  the  survey,  some  noteworthy  pieces  were 
reported  by  the  respondents.  The  finest  of  the  Philadelphia  coins  were  two  pieces 
certified  as  MS-65,  one  of  these  was  an  1 851  dollar  that  was  graded  PCGS  MS-65  and 
the  other  an  1 852  dollar  that  was  graded  PCGS  MS-65.  These  are  two  very  significant 
coins  in  the  Seated  dollar  series.  There  were  three  coins  certified  as  MS-64.  These 
were  an  1 860  dollar  that  was  graded  PCGS  MS-64,  an  1 865  dollar  that  was  graded 
PCGS  MS-64  and  an  1 867  dollar  that  was  graded  PCGS  MS-64.  Finally,  there  were 
seven  coins  certified  as  MS-63.  There  were  two  1841  dollars  graded  PCGS  MS-63, 
an  1 846  dollar  in  PCGS  MS-63,  an  1 847  dollar  in  NGC  MS-63,  an  1 860  dollar  in  NGC 
MS-63,  an  1866  dollar  in  PCGS  MS-63  and  an  1873  dollar  in  NGC  MS-63. 

There  are  only  a  limited  number  of  branch  mint  issues  in  the  series,  but  they  show 
some  different  trends  in  availability.  There  are  four  New  Orleans  dates  and  their  grade 
distribution  is  given  below  in  Table  3: 


Table  3 

New  Orleans  Seated  Dollars  by  Grade 


Date 

1846.0 
1850-O 

1859-  0 

1860-  O 
Total 


AG-VF  XF  AU  MS 

12  11  10  1 

12  6  5  1 

8  13  14  3 

4  9  12  5 


Total 

34 
24 


38 


30 


36  39  41  10 


126 


32 


Table  2 

Philadelphia  Seated  Dollars  by  Rarity 


ACa-Vr 

Ar 

Al  1 
AU 

MQ 
IVIo 

Total 

Rank 

Date 

3-39 

40-49 

50-59 

60+ 

Coins 

1 

1 

1852 

0 

1 

3 

1 

5 

2 

1851 

0 

0 

2 

3 

5 

3 

1855 

3 

1 

9 

1 

14 

4 

1854 

1 

3 

5 

5 

14 

5 

1862 

5 

4 

5 

1 

15 

6 

1850 

1 

2 

9 

3 

15 

7 

1861 

3 

7 

5 

1 

16 

8 

1857 

4 

3 

10 

2 

19 

9 

1863 

7 

3 

9 

1 

20 

10 

1856 

6 

4 

13 

0 

23 

1860 

5 

5 

6 

7 

23 

12 

1867 

6 

7 

10 

2 

25 

13 

1848 

6 

7 

12 

1 

26 

14 

1864 

6 

8 

10 

2 

26 

15 

1869 

8 

11 

7 

1 

27 

16 

1853 

6 

6 

13 

2 

27 

17 

1859 

6 

12 

8 

2 

28 

18 

1845 

7 

11 

10 

1 

29 

19 

1865 

8 

11 

6 

4 

29 

20 

1870 

10 

10 

7 

3 

30 

21 

1844 

9 

8 

9 

4 

30 

22 

1868 

7 

13 

11 

1 

32 

23 

1873 

11 

6 

11 

4 

32 

24 

1849 

7 

11 

12 

3 

33 

25 

1866 

8 

10 

10 

5 

33 

26 

1840 

8 

13 

11 

3 

35 

27 

1872 

14 

10 

11 

2 

37 

28 

1841 

13 

10 

9 

5 

37 

29 

1871 

12 

12 

14 

0 

38 

30 

1843 

8 

16 

12 

3 

3Q 

31 

1847 

9 

13 

15 

3 

40 

32 

1846 

7 

16 

22 

3 

48 

33 

1842 

9 

22 

13 

5 

49 

Total 

220 

276 

319 

84 

899 

33 


The  New  Orleans  dates  show  a  trend  similar  to  the  Philadelphia  data  with  nearly 
equal  numbers  reported  in  the  XF  and  AU  grades  for  all  four  issues.  The  1 850-O  dollar 
appears  to  be  the  least  available  with  a  smaller  number  of  reported  pieces  and  a 
higher  percentage  of  lower  grade  coins.  The  1 859-0  and  1 860-O  dollars  appear  to 
be  more  readily  available  in  mint  state  with  larger  numbers  reported  in  these  grades. 
The  only  choice  mint  state  specimen  reported  from  the  New  Orleans  branch  mint  was 
an  1860-O  dollar  graded  PCGS  MS-63. 

There  are  three  San  Francisco  dates  in  the  series  and  their  grade  distribution  is 
given  below  in  Table  4: 


Table  4 

San  Francisco  Seated  Dollars  by  Grade 


Date 

AG-VF 

XF 

AU 

MS 

Total 

1859-S 

16 

16 

5 

1 

38 

1870-S 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 872-S 

17 

12 

2 

1 

32 

Total 

33 

28 

8 

2 

71 

The  1870-S  issue  is  the  key  date  in  the  Seated  dollar  series  with  only  nine  known 
specimens.  The  reported  coin  was  graded  PCGS  AU-58  and  it  is  one  of  the  finest 
known  examples  of  this  issue.  The  other  two  San  Francisco  dates  have  a  lower 
average  grade  than  the  Philadelphia  issues  with  a  much  higher  frequency  in  XF  than 
AU.  There  is  also  a  much  higher  frequency  in  the  lower  circulated  grades  with  nearly 
half  of  the  coins  grading  VF  or  below.  Both  of  these  issues  are  very  rare  in  mint  state 
with  the  two  mint  state  coins  being  an  1 859-S  dollar  certified  as  NOG  MS-65  and  an 
1 872-S  dollar  certified  as  PCGS  MS-63. 

There  are  four  Carson  City  dates  in  the  series  and  their  grade  distribution  is  given 
below  in  Table  5: 


Table  5 

Carson  City  Seated  Dollars  by  Grade 


Date 

AG-VF 

XF 

AU 

IVIS 

Total 

1870-CC 

19 

10 

5 

1 

35 

1871-CC 

7 

5 

0 

0 

12 

1 872-CC 

9 

8 

1 

0 

18 

1873-CC 

3 

3 

4 

0 

10 

Total* 

38 

26 

10 

1 

75 

The  table  shows  that  all  four  of  the  Carson  City  branch  mint  dates  are  very  rare  in 
mint  state.  They  are  also  very  rare  in  the  higher  circulated  grades  with  many  more 
examples  reported  in  XF  than  AU  for  all  but  the  1873-CC  dollar.  About  half  of  the 
reported  coins  from  this  branch  mint  were  in  grades  of  VF  or  below.  There  was  only 
one  mint  state  coin  reported  from  the  Carson  City  mint.  This  was  an  1870-CC  dollar 
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that  was  described  as  prooflike  MS-64  and  a  possible  presentation  piece  by  the 
respondent. 

A  summary  of  the  survey  coins  by  mint  is  given  in  Table  6  below: 


Table  6 

Business  Strike  Seated  Dollars  by  Grade  and  Mint 


AG-VF 

XF 

AU 

MS 

Total 

Philadelphia 

220 

276 

319 

84 

899 

New  Orleans 

36 

39 

41 

10 

126 

San  Francisco 

33 

28 

8 

2 

71 

Carson  City 

38 

26 

10 

1 

75 

Total 

327 

369 

378 

"97" 

1171 

Table  6  shows  a  much  higher  percentage  of  AU  and  mint  state  coins  for  the 
Philadelphia  and  New  Orleans  mints  compared  to  the  San  Francisco  and  Carson  City 
mints.  This  data  shows  that  San  Francisco  and  Carson  City  coins  are  much  harder 
to  obtain  in  the  higher  grades.  The  relatively  large  mintages  for  1 859-0  and  1 860-O 
dollars  provide  greater  opportunities  to  purchase  high  grade  coins  from  the  New 
Orleans  branch  mint.  The  36  proof  coins  in  the  survey  are  not  listed  in  this  table  that 
compares  business  strike  coins  by  mint  of  origin. 

Sets  of  Seated  Dollars 

There  were  65  respondents  reporting  a  total  of  1207  coins  in  the  series.  A  listing 
of  the  collections  reported  by  the  respondents  is  given  in  Table  7  below: 

Table  7 

Sets  of  Seated  Dollars  Reported  in  Survey 


Number  of  Coins 

Frequency 

101  to  150 

1 

51  to  100 

1 

41  to  50 

5 

31  to  40 

11 

21  to  30 

7 

1 1  to  20 

6 

6  to  10 

10 

1  to  5 

24 

Total 

65 

The  table  shows  that  more  than  half  of  the  respondents  reported  1 0  or  fewer  coins 
in  their  possession  while  only  1 8  members  reported  more  than  30  pieces.  It  should 
be  remembered  however  that  Seated  dollars  are  big  beautiful  silver  coins  from  the 
19'^  century  and  that  XF-40  coins  from  even  the  common  dates  are  valued  at  more 
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than  $500  while  AU-55  coins  are  valued  at  more  than  $1 000.  These  prices  make  for 
a  significant  investment  from  even  a  casual  collector  of  this  important  Seated  series. 

Table  1  illustrates  that  there  were  only  36  proof  coins  reported  by  the  respondents, 
or  about  3%  of  the  total  coins  reported.  It  is  clear  that  the  respondents  were  interested 
in  building  matched  sets  of  business  strike  coins  even  when  proof  coins  were 
available.  There  are  34  Philadelphia  dates  in  the  Seated  dollar  series,  4  New  Orleans 
dates,  3  San  Francisco  dates  and  4  Carson  City  dates.  This  makes  45  issues  in  the 
Seated  dollar  series.  However  a  complete  business  strike  set  is  generally  considered 
to  contain  43  coins.  The  1858  dollar  is  a  proof  only  issue  and  the  1870-S  dollar  is 
prohibitively  rare  and  unobtainable  by  most  collectors  of  the  series.  An  examination 
of  the  census  forms  revealed  that  there  were  12  respondents  who  reported  collec- 
tions which  contained  examples  of  at  least  35  of  the  43  issues.  Table  8  ranks  these 
twelve  sets  in  order  of  completeness  and  lists  the  missing  dates  from  each  of  these 
collections. 

Table  8 

Sets  of  Business  Strike  Seated  Dollars,  Complete  Set  Includes  43  Dates 
Set       Dates  Missing  Dates 

1  42  1867 

2  42  1866 

3  41  1862,1867 

4  41  1851,1852 

5  41  1851,1852 

6  39  1851,  1852,  1862,  1872-S 

7  38  1851,1852,1854 

1871-CC,  1873-CC 

8  37  1850,1851,1852,1860-0 

1871-CC,  1873-CC 

9  36  1850-0,1851,1852,1872 

1871-CC,  1872-CC,  1873-CC 

10  36  1 851 ,  1 852,  1 860-O,  1 869,  1 871 

1871-CC,  1873-CC 

11  35  1 850,  1 851 ,  1 852,  1 854,  1 855 

1871-CC,  1872-CC,  1873-CC 

12  35  1 850,  1 851 ,  1 852,  1 854,  1 855,  1 856 

1871-CC,  1873-CC 

Table  8  shows  that  none  of  the  respondents  reported  a  complete  set  of  business 
strike  coins  from  the  Seated  dollar  series.  The  top  three  sets  contained  examples  of 
all  43  issues  but  in  each  case  the  set  included  at  least  one  date  in  proof  condition. 
These  three  sets  also  contained  a  proof  example  of  the  1 858  dollar.  The  next  two  sets 
included  examples  of  all  of  the  dates  except  the  1 851  and  1 852  dollars.  These  two 
issues  are  very  rare  and  expensive  and  would  present  a  problem  for  many  collectors 
of  the  series.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  top  three  sets  contained  examples  of  both 
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the  1 851  and  1 852  dollars  while  none  of  the  remaining  nine  sets  contained  either  of 
these  dates. 

The  Carson  City  dates  appear  to  be  the  next  issues  that  present  problems  in 
completing  Seated  dollar  sets.  The  first  six  of  the  1 2  listed  sets  contain  examples  of 
both  the  1 871  -CC  and  1 873-CC  dollars,  while  none  of  the  remaining  six  sets  contain 
either  of  these  dates.  Two  sets  are  missing  the  1 872-CC  date  but  this  issue  appears 
to  be  more  readily  available  than  the  other  two  Carson  City  dates. 

Some  patterns  emerge  from  studying  the  reported  collections  of  Seated  dollars. 
Nine  of  the  1 2  listed  sets  do  not  contain  examples  of  the  1 851  and  1 852  dollars.  These 
dates  appear  to  be  the  most  difficult  to  obtain  for  the  Seated  dollar  collector.  Six  of 
the  12  sets  do  not  contain  examples  of  the  1871-CC  and  1 873-CC  dollars.  These 
dates  are  also  major  hurdles  for  the  serious  collector  of  the  series.  Further  study 
shows  that  three  of  the  1 2  sets  do  not  contain  examples  of  the  1 850  and  1 854  dollars. 
These  would  appear  to  be  the  next  most  difficult  dates  to  obtain.  It  is  also  interesting 
to  note  that  none  of  the  1 2  collections  list  any  of  the  dates  prior  to  1 850  as  missing 
from  their  set. 

Certified  Seated  Dollars 

Respondents  were  asked  to  indicate  which  of  their  coins  were  certified  and  to 
identify  the  grading  service  for  each  coin.  Table  9  lists  the  certified  coins  by  grade  and 
shows  that  43.2%  of  the  1207  dollars  reported  were  certified  by  a  grading  service. 
However,  the  percentage  of  certified  coins  was  strongly  dependent  upon  the  grade 


Table  9 

Liberty  Seated  Dollars,  Percent  Certified 


AG-VG 

Fine 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS 

MS 

Proofs 

Total 

Grade 

3-11 

12-19 

20-39 

40-49 

50-59 

60-62 

63+ 

50+ 

Coins 

Reported 

72 

80 

175 

369 

378 

77 

20 

36 

1207 

Raw 

67 

65 

137 

249 

114 

36 

5 

13 

686 

Certified 

5 

15 

38 

120 

264 

41 

15 

23 

521 

Percent 

6.9 

18.7 

21.7 

32.5 

70.0 

53.2 

75.0 

63.9 

43.2 

assigned  to  them.  It  was  found  that  75%  of  the  coins  graded  MS-63  and  above  had 
been  certified  by  a  grading  service.  It  was  also  found  that  70%  of  the  AU  coins  and 


Table  10 
Certified  Liberty  Seated  Dollars 


Grading  AG-VG 

Fine 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS 

MS 

Proofs 

Total 

Service 

3-11 

12-19 

20-39 

40-49 

50-59 

60-62 

63+ 

50+ 

Coins 

PCGS 

2 

8 

16 

62 

132 

20 

11 

17 

268 

NGC 

1 

2 

5 

22 

75 

8 

4 

3 

120 

ANACS 

1 

2 

12 

32 

48 

9 

0 

2 

106 

Other 

1 

3 

5 

4 

9 

4 

0 

1 

27 

Total 

5 

15 

38 

T20 

264 

IT 

l5~ 

23 

521 
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almost  64%  of  the  proof  coins  had  been  certified.  The  percentages  were  much  lower 
for  coins  in  grades  of  XF  and  below. 

Table  1 0  is  a  listing  of  the  certified  coins  tabulated  by  grading  service.  It  was  found 
that  slightly  more  than  51  %  of  the  521  certified  coins  had  been  graded  by  PCGS.  This 
percentage  remained  fairly  consistent  for  all  grades  from  AG-3  to  MS-62.  However, 
slightly  more  than  73%  of  the  business  strike  coins  graded  MS-63  and  above  had 
been  graded  by  PCGS  while  almost  74%  of  the  proof  coins  graded  PR-50  and  above 
had  been  certified  by  PCGS.  It  was  also  found  that  slightly  more  than  23%  of  the 
certified  coins  were  graded  by  NGC  and  slightly  more  than  20%  were  graded  by 
ANACS.  Other  services  had  graded  the  remaining  5%  of  the  certified  coins. 

Table  1 1  is  a  breakdown  of  the  264  certified  dollars  in  AU  by  their  numerical  grade. 
Because  of  the  large  number  of  AU  coins  it  was  decided  to  take  a  closer  look  at  the 
four  numerical  grades  at  this  level .  It  was  found  that  36.0%  of  these  coins  were  graded 
at  AU-50  while  only  16.3%  were  graded  AU-53.  Overall  the  264  coins  were  almost 
equally  divided  between  the  two  lower  AU  grades  and  the  two  higher  ones. 

Table  11 

Certified  About  Uncirculated  Seated  Dollars 

Grade      AU-50         AU-53         AU-55         AU-58  Total 

Number        95              43              68              58  264 

Percent      36.0            16.3            25.7            22.0  100.0 

The  survey  data  provides  an  interesting  profile  for  the  collections  of  Seated 
dollars  held  by  club  members.  It  is  hoped  that  this  data  will  provide  some  useful 
information  as  collectors  attempt  to  add  new  pieces  to  their  current  holdings  in  the 
Seated  dollar  series. 

*  *  * 

On  the  Cover 


The  covers  of  this  issue  present  pictures  of  a  beautifully  toned  1850-0  Seated 
dollar  that  has  been  certified  as  NGC  MS-62.  This  coin  is  from  the  Queller  Family 
Collection  of  Silver  Dollars  and  it  was  sold  by  Heritage  Auction  Galleries  as  Lot  #21 06 
in  their  Signature  Sale  at  the  April  2008  Central  States  Convention.  This  piece  shows 
rose  and  blue  toning  through  the  devices  and  lighter  shades  of  gold  and  blue  toning 
about  its  periphery.  This  coin  sold  for  $18,400  in  the  Heritage  Auction. 

There  are^our  New  Orleans  Seated  dollars  and  the  1850-O  issue  is  the  rarest  of 
these  dates.  This  New  Orleans  issue  had  a  mintage  of  only  40,000  pieces  and 
examples  are  very  rare  in  mint  state.  A  coin  of  this  quality  with  beautiful  toning  as 
illustrated  on  the  covers  of  this  issue  is  very  seldom  available,  even  at  auction. 

We  have  decided  to  continue  using  color  pictures  on  the  covers  of  the  journal  so 
that  the  beauty  of  the  Seated  design  can  be  captured  in  its  most  attractive  form. 

The  Editor 
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Congratulations  to  Printpoint 


I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  employees  at  Printpoint  for  the 
valuable  services  they  have  provided  in  taking  the  Gobrecht  Journal  from  its  infancy 
in  1975  to  the  award  winning  publication  it  has  become.  This  marks  the  100""  issue 
of  the  journal  that  Printpoint  has  prepared  for  printing  at  their  offices  in  Dayton,  Ohio. 
The  club  owes  them  a  deep  debt  of  gratitude  for  publishing  the  journal  every  four 
months  for  33  years  without  missing  a  single  publication  deadline.  Over  the  years 
there  have  been  mechanical  failures,  computer  breakdowns,  paper  jams  and  other 
problems  that  have  been  overcome  in  getting  each  issue  to  the  readers  on  time.  Their 
dedication  and  resourcefulness  have  been  greatly  appreciated. 

Kam  Ahwash  asked  me  to  assume  the  position  as  Editor  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal 
at  the  1 975  ANA  Convention  in  Los  Angeles.  I  recognized  that  to  effectively  produce 
the  journal  on  a  regular  basis  I  would  need  to  hire  a  local  printer  so  that  I  would  have 
an  opportunity  to  review  the  work  as  it  was  being  prepared  for  publication.  I  was 
aware  that  each  issue  would  contain  some  technical  numismatic  articles  and  that  it 
would  be  necessary  for  the  editor  to  monitor  the  handling  of  this  copy  in  each  issue. 
The  photographs  of  the  coins  that  were  illustrated  often  looked  very  similar  to 
individuals  who  were  not  familiar  with  the  subtleties  of  the  coinage  designs.  I  chose 
to  hire  a  small  family  run  business  that  was  owned  and  operated  by  Art  Munch  and 
his  wife  Marilyn  named  Printpoint.  They  were  assisted  by  their  children  Kathy,  Erick, 
Mike  and  Marty  who  took  on  more  significant  roles  in  support  of  the  printing  function 
as  they  grew  more  experienced  in  the  operation  of  the  business. 

I  am  extremely  grateful  to  owner  Art  Munch  who  took  the  business  from  a  very 
primitive  type  setting  company  in  the  1970s  to  a  modern  operation  with  the  use  of 
computers  and  digital  imaging  for  the  photographs.  The  introduction  of  new 
equipment  would  cause  some  growing  pains  as  I  became  familiar  with  the  new 
production  procedures  but  we  always  managed  to  get  the  issues  out  on  schedule. 
Art  was  very  supportive  in  providing  me  access  to  his  employees  who  were 
performing  the  individual  tasks  so  that  any  problems  that  we  encountered  could  be 
quickly  resolved  while  getting  the  copy  ready  for  printing. 

Three  employees  at  Printpoint  have  had  a  major  role  in  overseeing  the  publication 
of  each  issue  of  the  journal  in  recent  years.  Graphics  Department  Supervisor  Susan 
Atkins  Storer  creates  the  format  for  each  page,  places  the  photographs  for  each 
article  and  basically  creates  the  layout  for  each  issue  from  cover  to  cover.  Her  skill, 
patience  and  creativity  are  responsible  for  the  overall  quality  of  the  finished  product. 
General  Manager  Mike  Munch  is  in  charge  of  the  printing  operation  for  the  journal 
and  creates  the  production  schedule  for  the  printing,  collating  and  binding  of  each 
issue.  He  is  quick  to  respond  to  any  equipment  malfunctions  that  would  lead  to 
defects  in  the  final  product  that  is  sent  to  the  members.  Office  Administrator  Diana 
Woods  follows  the  progress  of  the  work  that  is  being  done  on  each  issue  and  sets 
deadlines  for  the  completion  of  internal  phases  of  the  project.  I  am  grateful  for  the 
professional  way  in  which  each  of  these  individuals  has  handled  their  duties  and  the 
quality  of  the  product  sent  out  to  the  members  is  tangible  evidence  of  the  skill  with 
which  they  perform  their  duties. 

John  McCloskey 
President  LSCC 
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THE  BEST  OF 

BOTH  WORLDS 

DGS  &  DLRC  AUCTIONS:  A  WINNING  COMBINATION! 


Submit  your  raw 
coins  to  Dominion 
Grading  Service 


We  have  the  perfect  combination 
to  get  the  most  money  for  your 

collection.  Submit  your  raw  coins 

to  Dominion  Grading  Service  and 

after  ttiey  are  certified,  DLRC  Auctions 

will  sell  them  for  you  in  one  of  our 

on-line  weekly  auctions. 


We  offer  great  rates  &  lightning 
fast  turnaround.  In  addition,  you 
benefit  from  our  experienced  team  of 
numismatists  and  one  of  the  best 
online  coin  auctions  in  the  business. 


« 

DLRC  Auctions 


Live  Auctron  Results  *  Internet  Speed! 


[SB© 

dominion         :  orn 

',4  Oessic  Approach  to  Grading' 


Call  Win  Callender 
today  at  ext.  101 
to  discuss  all  ttie , 
options  wtien 
selling  your 
collection. 


www.davidlawrence.conn  |  toll  free:  800-776-0560  |  www.dominiongrading.com 
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Trade  Dollar  Census  Information 

by 

Joe  Kirchgessner 


Over  the  last  couple  of  years,  LSCC  has  asked  club  members  to  participate  in 
census  surveys  for  the  various  denominations  of  Seated  coinage.  The  purpose  of 
these  surveys  is  to  acquire  data  that  will  advance  the  general  knowledge  of  the  series 
and  to  obtain  specific  data  regarding  varieties  within  the  series.  To  continue  this 
effort,  the  club  will  be  sending  out  a  Trade  Dollar  census  form  in  January  2009  asking 
members  to  report  information  on  the  Trade  Dollars  that  they  currently  own. 

The  Trade  Dollar  was  struck  only  from  1 873  to  1 885.  It  is  a  relatively  short  series 
but  it  is  much  longer  when  considering  the  number  of  varieties  produced  during  this 
period.  In  collecting  data  from  this  series,  three  levels  of  assessment  will  be 
performed.  The  first  objective  is  to  ascertain  the  relative  date  and  mintmark  scarcity 
for  the  years  of  production.  For  business  strikes,  the  years  are  1873  through  1878 
with  mintages  from  the  Philadelphia,  San  Francisco  and  Carson  City  mints.  In 
accordance  with  generally  accepted  date/mintmark  types,  the  1 875-S/CC  variety  will 
also  be  included  in  the  set.  This  makes  a  complete  set  of  1 8  coins.  For  proof  coins, 
the  series  has  a  total  of  1 3  dates  from  1 873  to  1 885  including  the  incredibly  rare  1 884 
and  1885  issues. 

The  second  objective  is  to  assess  the  relative  scarcity  of  the  Type  I  and  II  obverse 
and  reverse  die  combinations.  This  lengthens  the  complete  business  strike  set  to  26 
coins.  Specifically,  Trade  Dollars  were  struck  using  dies  from  two  different  obverse 
and  reverse  hubs  denoted  as  Type  I  and  Type  II  and  identified  by  the  following 
attributes: 

Variety  Hub  Characteristics 

Type  I  Obverse  LIBERTY  ribbon  tips  point  to  the  left. 


For  business  strikes.  Table  1  below  outlines  the  Type  I  and  Type  II  obverse  and 
reverse  hub  combinations  that  are  currently  known: 

Table  1 

Trade  Dollar  Business  Strike  Hub  Varieties 


Type  II  Obverse 


Hand  holding  olive  branch  has  3  fingers. 

LIBERTY  ribbon  tips  point  down. 

Hand  holding  olive  branch  has  4  fingers. 


Type  I  Reverse 
Type  II  Reverse 


Berry  underneath  eagle's  sinister  claw. 
No  berry  underneath  eagle's  claw. 


Mint 


1873  1874 

I/I  I/I 

I/I  I/I 

I/I  I/I 


1875 

I/I  &  l/ll 
I/I  &  l/ll 
I/I  &  l/ll 


1876 

I/I  &  l/ll  &  ll/ll 

I/I  &  l/ll 
I/I  &  l/ll  &  ll/ll 


1877 

ll/ll 
ll/ll 
ll/ll 


1878 


P 

CC 

s 


ll/ll 
ll/ll 


s/cc 


I/I 
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Type  I  Obverse 
LIBERTY  Ribbon  Tips  Point  to  the  Left 


Type  II  Obverse 
LIBERTY  Ribbon  Tips  Point  Down 
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Type  I  Reverse 
Berry  Underneath  Eagle's  Sinister  Claw 


For  proofs,  Table  2  outlines  the  Type  I  and  Type  II  obverse  and  reverse  hub 
combinations  that  are  currently  known.  This  extends  the  total  number  of  pieces  in  a 
complete  proof  set  to  16  coins,  including  the  1884  and  1885  dates. 

Table  2 

Trade  Dollar  Proof  Hub  Varieties 


1873 

1874 

1875 

1876 

1877 

1878 

I/I 

I/I 

I/I  &  l/ll 

I/I  &  l/ll  &  ll/ll 

ll/ll 

ll/ll 

1879 

1880 

1881 

1882  1883 

1884 

1885 

ll/ll       ll/ll       ll/ll       ll/ll       ll/ll       ll/ll  ll/ll 

Pictures  are  included  for  reference  to  help  identify  the  Type  I  and  Type  II  obverse 
and  reverse  hub  diagnostics. 

The  last  objective  is  to  try  to  ascertain  the  rarity  of  a  number  of  sub-varieties  that 
exist  within  the  series.  These  will  include  mintmark  varieties  of  different  sizes  and 
spacing.  One  of  the  important  Carson  City  varieties  is  the  Wide  CC  variety  with  the 
two  Cs  1 .2mm  distant  from  each  other.  This  variety  is  known  for  1 873-CC,  1 874-CC 
and  1876-CC  Trade  Dollars  and  is  illustrated  with  this  article  so  that  it  can  be  more 
easily  identified.  There  are  also  different  mintmark  sizes  for  San  Francisco  coins. 
They  have  been  identified  as  a  Large  S  measuring  1.2mm  high,  a  Medium  S 
measuring  1 .1mm  high  and  a  Micro  s  measuring  0.8mm  high.  These  mintmark  sizes 
have  also  been  illustrated  with  this  article  for  easier  identification.  It  should  also  be 
noted  that  the  Micro  s  variety  is  listed  as  a  Small  s  in  some  reference  books  on  the 
Trade  Dollar  series. 

Some  other  varieties  that  will  be  included  on  the  census  form  are  DDO  -  Doubled 
Die  Obverses,  DDR  -  Doubled  Die  Reverses,  RPD  -  Repunched  Dates,  RPM  - 
Repunched  Mintmarks,  etc.  Some  of  these  are  both  incredibly  elusive  and  dramatic, 
such  as  the  famous  1876-CC  DDR  or  the  1876-S  DDO,  while  others  are  more 
common. 


Wide  CC  Mintmark 
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Within  this  upcoming  census  questionnaire,  I  have  tried  to  list  interesting  varieties 
beyond  those  that  are  given  in  the  Cherrypickers  Guide.  Some  of  these  are  relatively 
easy  to  identify  but  somewhat  elusive  within  the  series.  Please  be  aware  that  this 
census  lists  just  a  subset  of  the  varieties  that  exist.  I  have  been  cataloging  business 
strike  varieties  for  several  years  and  have  identified  over  110  distinct  sub-varieties. 
I  have  chosen  not  to  list  all  of  them  since  some  are  quite  subtle.  Again,  most  of  the 
sub-varieties  will  be  relatively  easy  to  identify.  At  the  bottom  of  the  census  form,  I  will 
include  my  email  address  to  answer  any  identification  issues  that  might  arise. 

I  look  forward  to  participation  by  as  many  club  members  as  possible  and  I  will 
compile  the  results  of  the  census  for  publication  in  a  future  issue  of  the  journal. 


DR.  EUGENE  BRUDER, 
NUMISMATIST 

Announcing 
the  inauguration  of  his  new  website 

WWW.TYPEC0INS.COM 

Nice  selection  of  Liberty  Seated  coins 
from  Half  Dimes  to  Dollars 
searchable  by  die  variety 

Addfess:  P.O.  Box 246  Phone:  530-894-0922 

Chico,  CA  95927  E-mail:  orders@typecoins.com 

^   ^ 
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Meeting  Liberty  Seated  Expert  Kam  Ahwash 


It  had  been  more  than  35  years  since  my  initial  contact  with  Kam  Ahwash  and  the 
details  of  our  first  conversations  had  long  since  faded  from  my  memory.  Then 
recently  I  received  a  letter  that  I  had  written  about  this  experience  from  the  widow  of 
a  friend  of  mine.  She  had  given  me  some  of  her  husband's  numismatic  papers 
following  his  death,  hoping  that  they  would  be  of  some  value  to  me  as  a  numismatic 
scholar.  The  following  paragraphs  were  contained  in  the  letter  I  wrote  dated  July  8, 
1973  and  describe  my  initial  contact  with  Kam  Ahwash. 


Recently  a  man  by  the  name  of  Ahwash  from  a  little  town  near  Philadelphia 
presented  some  information  on  the  1860-O  dime  in  Coin  World.  He  feels  that  this  date 
is  extremely  rare  and  is  trying  to  locate  all  of  the  existing  specimens.  I  wrote  to  him 
indicating  that  I  owned  a  nice  1860-O  dime  and  he  immediately  called  me  long 
distance.  We  discussed  this  date  and  many  others  in  the  Seated  series. 

I  wrote  to  him  about  some  additional  information  that  I  had  on  Seated  dimes  and 
he  called  me  again  to  discuss  it.  Each  time  we  talked  for  about  30  minutes  and  I  must 
say  that  I  loved  every  minute  of  it.  This  man  knows  more  about  Seated  half  dimes, 
dimes  and  quarters  than  anyone  I  have  ever  known  and  he  has  some  definite  ideas 
about  rarity  for  certain  dates.  He  says  that  he  has  spoken  to  about  every  dealer  in  the 
country  and  believes  that  there  are  no  more  than  twenty  1860-O  dimes  currently 
available  to  collectors.  He  owns  four  of  them  himself  and  says  that  he  will  buy  any  he 
can  locate  that  are  for  sale. 


We  now  know  that  Kam's  estimate  of  twenty  1 860-O  dimes  was  too  low  since  32 
examples  of  this  date  were  reported  by  club  members  in  the  LSCC  dime  survey 
during  January  2006.  However  this  date  is  still  one  of  the  key  dates  in  the  Seated 
dime  series  and  it  is  extremely  rare  in  mint  state.  I  think  that  it  is  appropriate  that  my 
first  conversations  with  Kam  were  on  the  1 860-O  dime,  one  of  the  Seated  dates  that 
he  studied  extensively  during  his  years  as  a  recognized  expert  on  19""  century 
Seated  coinage. 


John  McCloskey 
President  LSCC 
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Numismatic  Awards 


Club  members  received  four  numismatic  awards  at  the  2008  ANA  Convention  in 
Baltimore.  Some  information  on  these  awards  is  provided  in  the  paragraphs  below. 

The  Art  Kagin  Ambassador  Award 

The  Art  Kagin  Ambassador  Award  is  given  each  year  by  the  Professional 
Numismatist's  Guild  and  is  presented  to  a  collector  or  dealer  who  has  provided 
distinguished  service  as  an  advocate  of  numismatic  goodwill.  The  award  is  named 
after  a  former  PNG  President  who  passed  away  in  2005.  The  2008  award  was  given 
to  LSCC  President  John  W.  McCloskey  at  the  ANA  Convention  on  July  29, 2008.  PNG 
Secretary  Jonathon  Kern  presented  the  award  to  the  recipient  and  indicated  that  he 
is  one  of  the  best  numismatic  ambassadors  to  the  hobby,  using  his  friendly,  low-key 
personality  to  happily  share  his  collecting  interests  and  knowledge  with  novice  and 
advanced  collectors  alike.  His  decades  of  service  to  the  Liberty  Seated  Collectors 
Club  and  the  John  Reich  Collectors  Society  as  well  as  his  methodical  and  objective 
study  of  19*^  century  coinage  make  him  one  of  the  most  admired  and  respected 
hobbyist  of  this  era. 

The  club  received  two  awards  from  the  Numismatic  Literary  Guild  as  follows: 

BEST  ARTICLE,  SMALL  PUBLICATIONS 

Sitting  Liberty:  The  Christian  Gobrecht  Catalogue  Raisonne  by  Len  Augsburger,  The^ 
Gobrecht  Journal,  Issue  #1 01 . 

EXTRAORDINARY  MERIT,  NON-PROFIT  or  CLUB  NUMISMATIC  MAGAZINES 

The  Gobrecht  Journal,  Issue  #100,  John  McCloskey,  Editor 

The  club  also  received  an  award  from  the  ANA  as  follows: 

BEST  ELECTRONIC  PUBLICATION 

The  E-Gobrecht  Newsletter,  Bill  Bugert,  Editor 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  E-Gobrecht  Newsletter  won  the  same  award  in  2006. 

Len  Augsburger 

•  LSCC  Secretary-Treasurer 
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Comments  on  the  Greatest  Philadelphia  Seated  Coins 

by 

Paul  Bradley 

The  Philadelphia  Mint  began  its  production  of  silver  coinage  in  1794  and  contin- 
ued to  strike  coins  in  this  metal  through  the  Seated  era  and  beyond.  In  addition  to 
business  strike  coins  like  those  produced  at  the  branch  mints,  the  Philadelphia  Mint 
routinely  struck  proof  coins  of  many  denominations,  although  quantities  were  very 
limited  until  1859.  This  is  significant  in  that  some  of  the  rarest  Philadelphia  Seated 
coins  were  struck  only  in  proof  condition.  The  Philadelphia  issues  include  a  number 
of  notable  rarities  and  a  few  coins  of  questionable  heritage. 

LSCC  members  were  asked  to  vote  for  the  Ten  Greatest  Philadelphia  Seated 
Coins  during  May  2008  from  a  listing  of  seventeen  issues  that  were  selected  as 
candidates  for  this  honor.  I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  present  my 
comments  on  the  selected  issues  before  the  results  of  this  survey  are  published  in 
the  next  issue  of  the  journal.  Finally,  it  should  be  noted  that  seven  of  the  seventeen 
issues  under  consideration  are  featured  in  the  book  The  100  Greatest  U.S.  Coins  by 
Garrett  and  Guth. 

1846  Half  Dime 

This  is  the  lowest  mintage  With  Stars  half  dime,  due  to  a  severe  recession  in  1 846. 
Only  27,000  business  strike  half  dimes  were  produced  with  this  date  in  addition  to 
about  1 0  proofs.  The  business  strike  coins  circulated  freely  during  the  middle  of  the 
1 9""  century  making  this  a  key  date  in  high  grades.  There  are  only  three  certified  mint 
state  specimens. 

1867  Half  Dime 

This  is  the  lowest  mintage  Seated  half  dime  with  only  8000  business  strikes  and 
625  proofs.  In  spite  of  its  low  mintage,  two  die  pairs  were  used  to  strike  coins  of  this 
date.  This  issue  is  very  rare  in  low  circulated  grades  but  examples  are  available  in 
mint  state  and  proof  grades  for  a  price.  There  are  probably  more  than  1 00  mint  state 
coins  from  this  issue  and  more  than  200  proofs. 

1846  Dime 

Like  the  half  dime  of  this  date,  the  1 846  dime  has  the  lowest  mintage  of  any  With 
Stars  dime  due  to  the  1 846  recession.  Only  31 ,000  pieces  were  struck  during  this  year 
and  virtually  all  of  them  are  in  circulated  grades.  There  are  only  a  handful  of  mint  state 
survivors  and  even  AU  coins  are  rare. 

1867  Dime 

This  is  the  lowest  mintage  Seated  dime  with  only  6000  business  strikes  and  625 
proofs.  In  spite  of  its  low  mintage,  there  are  two  known  proof  varieties  in  addition  to 
one  business  strike  variety.  This  date  is  very  rare  in  circulated  grades  and  rare  in  mint 
state  with  about  100  examples  known.  Proofs  are  available  for  a  price. 
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1877  Twenty  Cent  Piece 

This  is  a  proof  only  issue  with  an  uncertain  mintage  of  only  350  to  500  pieces.  NGC 
and  PCGS  combined  have  graded  over  400  coins,  indicating  that  most  of  the  original 
mintage  has  sun/ived  and  that  quite  a  few  of  these  pieces  have  been  resubmitted  to 
the  grading  services. 

1878  Twenty  Cent  Piece 

This  issue  represents  the  last  coin  of  its  denomination.  This  is  a  proof  only  issue 
with  a  mintage  of  600  pieces.  It  is  slightly  more  common  than  the  1877  twenty  cent: 
piece.  Most  of  the  original  mintage  has  survived  with  almost  600  pieces  certified  by 
NGC  and  PCGS  combined.  The  large  number  of  certified  coins  indicates  that  many 
pieces  have  been  resubmitted  to  the  grading  services.  This  denomination  was  the 
victim  of  compromises  that  made  it  look  too  much  like  the  quarter. 

1842  Small  Date  Quarter 

The  Small  Date  variety  of  this  year  is  the  result  of  a  change  in  the  size  of  the  date^ 
logotype  in  1842.  This  variety  was  struck  only  as  a  proof  and  it  is  very  rare  with  six 
known  specimens.  The  most  recent  sale  of  one  of  these  coins  was  the  Kaufman 
specimen  in  NGC  Proof-64  that  sold  for  $126,500  in  April  2008. 

1853  No  Arrows  Quarter 

This  is  a  rare  issue  that  was  struck  in  February  1 853  but  most  of  its  mintage  was- 
melted  for  its  silver  content  or  not  released  at  all  due  to  the  impending  production  of' 
lower  weight  With  Arrows  coins.  NGC  and  PCGS  combined  have  certified  about  75 
coins. 

1839  No  Drapery  Half  Dollar 

This  is  the  first  Seated  half  dollar  and  it  was  struck  during  August  1839.  The  half 
dollar  obverse  design  was  modified  later  in  the  year  with  the  addition  of  drapery  folds 
at  the  elbow.  Examples  of  this  issue  are  often  available  with  about  300  pieces  certified 
by  PCGS  and  NGC  combined. 

1873  No  Arrows  Open  3  Half  Dollar 

The  digit  3  in  the  date  was  modified  before  April  1873  because  complaints  were 
received  by  the  mint  stating  that  the  3  looked  too  much  like  an  8.  This  is  a  key  date 
in  the  series  because  very  few  Open  3  coins  were  made  before  the  mint  switched  to 
the  With  Arrows  design  to  note  a  minor  change  in  weight.  Only  about  50  examples 
of  this  variety  are  known. 

1836  Name  on  Base  Gobrecht  Dollar 

This  pattern  coin  had  a  mintage  of  1 600  pieces  and  was  the  first  dollar  coin  struck 
at  the  mint  in  33  years.  There  were  several  later  restrikes  of  this  issue  that  are 
identified  by  the  orientation  of  the  eagle  on  the  reverse  relative  to  the  obverse.  This 
issue  was  unique  in  that  it  was  struck  only  as  a  proof  and  released  into  circulation  by 
the  mint.  This  is  the  most  available  Gobrecht  dollar  with  about  400  known  examples. 
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1839  Gobrecht  Dollar 

Originally  it  was  thought  that  this  issue  did  not  have  Christian  Gobrecht's  name  on 
its  base,  but  careful  study  of  several  specimens  indicates  that  his  name  was  only 
partially  effaced  from  the  obverse  die.  This  issue  was  struck  in  1839  and  later 
restruck.  It  is  known  that  300  proofs  were  originally  made  but  only  a  small  fraction 
survive  with  most  of  them  in  worn  condition.  The  restrikes  were  sold  directly  to 
collectors  and  most  have  survived  in  high  grades. 

1851  Seated  Dollar 

This  is  one  of  only  three  Philadelphia  dates  in  the  Seated  dollar  series  with  a  very 
low  mintage.  Only  1 300  business  strikes  were  made.  It  is  also  known  that  50  to  1 00 
proof  restrikes  were  made  for  collectors  between  1 858  and  1 873.  The  obverse  date 
placement  is  lower  on  the  restrikes,  making  them  easy  to  distinguish  from  the 
originals.  Probably  only  about  100  specimens  still  exist. 

1852  Seated  Dollar 

This  is  the  lowest  mintage  business  strike  date  in  the  Seated  dollar  series.  Only 
1 1 00  business  strikes  were  made.  It  is  not  quite  as  rare  as  the  1 851  dollar  but  it  is  still 
one  of  the  key  dates  in  the  series.  There  were  50  to  1 00  proofs  made  of  this  issue  but 
it  is  not  yet  clear  which  are  originals  and  which  are  restrikes.  Grading  service  data 
would  suggest  that  there  are  about  100  sun/ivors  of  this  issue. 

1858  Seated  Dollar 

This  is  the  lowest  mintage  Seated  dollar  for  which  mint  records  exist.  About  300 
proofs  were  made  but  they  were  all  sold  to  collectors  of  that  era  so  that  most  survive 
to  this  day.  Because  of  its  large  proof  mintage,  this  date  is  more  common  than  the 
1851  and  1852  dollars.  Grading  service  data  indicate  that  150  coins  have  been 
certified  by  NGC  and  PGGS  combined. 

1884  Trade  Dollar 

All  accounts  indicate  that  this  was  a  clandestinely  made  coin  with  only  1 0  pieces 
struck.  All  ten  of  these  coins  still  exist.  They  were  filtered  to  the  collecting  community 
by  William  Idler.  These  coins  are  eagerly  sought  after  by  advanced  collectors  with  the 
last  sale  of  a  specimen  bringing  $603,750  in  November  2005. 

1885  Trade  Dollar 

All  accounts  indicate  that  this  was  also  a  clandestinely  made  coin  with  only  5 
pieces  struck.  All  five  of  these  coins  still  exist.  They  were  filtered  to  the  collecting 
community  by  John  Haseltine,  Idler's  son-in-law.  These  coins  are  eagerly  sought 
after  by  advanced  collectors  with  the  last  sale  of  a  specimen  bringing  $3.3  million  in 
January  2006. 

I  have  attempted  to  provide  some  background  information  on  the  seventeen 
Philadelphia  issues  that  were  listed  as  candidates  for  recognition  as  the  Ten  Greatest 
Philadelphia  Seated  Coins  in  the  May  2008  club  survey.  I  hope  the  material  that  I  have 
provided  will  help  readers  recognize  the  rarity  and  significance  of  these  beautiful 
coins  from  the  19'^  century. 
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LIBERTY  SEATED 
COLLECTORS  CLUB 


Publishers  of  the  GOBRECHT  JOURNAL 


Treasurer's  Report  2007-2008 


Beginning  Balance  -  September  1 ,  2007   $11 ,280.85 

Receipts 

Membership  Dues   $11,156.66 

Advertising   425.00 

Donations   152.50 

Interest   494.39 

Back  Issues   14.00 

Auctions   497.50 

Total  Receipts    $12,740.05 

Total  Available   $24,020.90 

Disbursements 

Printing   $  8,132.80 

Postage    3,716.82 

Office  Supplies   507.85 

Website   88.86 

Post  Office  Box  Rental   70.00 

Bank  Fees    40.00 

ANA  Membership  Dues   36.00 

Total  Spent   $12,592.33 

Cash  Balance  -  August  31 ,  2008    $11 ,428.57 


Len  Augsburger 

LSCC  Secretary/Treasurer 
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MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION 

Liberty  gEiiTED  Collectors  Club 


NAME 


ADDRESS. 
CITY   


STATE 


COLLECTOR/DEALER  □ 


I'M  A  COLLECTOR  □       DEALER  □ 

YOU  MAY  □      MAY  NOT  □ 

SEND  MY  NAME  AND  ADDRESS  TO  OTHER  CLUB  MEMBERS. 
I  COLLECT  BY  DATE  SEATED  HALF  DIMES  □  DIMES  □ 

QUARTERS  □         HALF  DOLLARS  □       DOLLARS  □         ALL  SEATED  □ 


SIGNATURE 


DATE 


Membership  Fee  -  $20.00  for  first  year  dues  and  initiation  fee. 
Fill  in  the  above  and  mail  with  $20.00  to: 
Len  Augsburger  •  P.O.  Box  6114 
Vernon  Hills,  Illinois  60061 


❖  ^  ❖ 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 

We  ask  that  you  notify  us  as  soon  as  possible  when  you  move  or 
change  your  mailing  address.  It  seems  that  we  always  have  one  or  two 
Journals  returned  to  us  for  improper  address  when  a  member  has 
moved  to  a  new  location.  In  such  cases,  we  must  wait  for  the  member 
to  contact  us  and  provide  us  with  the  new  address.  To  avoid  unneces- 
sary delays  in  receiving  the  Journal  and  to  assist  us  in  keeping  our 
mailing  list  current,  we  ask  that  you  inform  us  as  soon  as  possible 
of  any  ctiange  of  address. 


Reverse  Picture  of 
1850-O  Seated  Dollar  Graded  NGC  MS-62 


Your  comments  on  any  of  the  articles,  ads,  or  club  policies  are 
invited.  This  is  your  club  and  the  Officers  are  dedicated  to  operating  i1! 
on  behalf  of  the  members.  Address  any  comments  to: 

John  McCloskey 

Editor,  Gobrecht  Journal 
5718  King  Arthur  Drive 
Kettering,  Ohio  45429 


